
  

 

informative session to ensure everyone is up to 

speed. We’ll also have representatives from the 

Marine for Life program, MODD, 

and our National Sr. Vice Com-

mandant Russ Miller. We are fortu-

nate to have Col. Dan O’Brien, 

USMC (Ret.), as our guest speak-

er, and he’s looking forward to the 

opportunity to speak and spend the 

weekend with New England Ma-

rines. 

 In addition to the Division 

Conference, I’d like to note the fol-

lowing department conventions: 

● Department of Massachusetts: 

Burlington, MA – May 29th to June 1st 

● Department of Connecticut: June 27th to 29th 

 These conventions are fantastic opportuni-

ties for our members to connect, share experienc-

es, and build camaraderie. They also provide a 

chance for significant others to meet people from 

other departments. I hope to see many of you at 

these events. 

         Semper Fidelis!! 

Message From The Division  Commandant 

April 2025 — May 2025 

Newsletter of The New England Division of The Marine Corps League Vol. 4 Issue 4 

Members, 

 I hope this message finds everyone in good 

health and spirits. As we approach 

April, I’m eagerly anticipating warm-

er weather, which will allow us to 

kick off our outdoor league activi-

ties. 

 This year’s Quad State 

marks the final time we will refer to 

it as such before it officially transi-

tions to the New England Division 

Conference. Beginning next year, 

the event will follow a rotating 

schedule among the six depart-

ments, with Massachusetts taking 

the lead. I truly believe this new structure, where 

each department plays an active role in planning 

and highlighting their unique contributions, will 

bring even greater value to our members and 

strengthen the bonds across our divisions. 

 But before we get ahead of ourselves and 

look toward next year, let’s focus on this year’s 

Quad State/New England Division Conference. 

We’ll be gathering in Portland, Maine, from April 

25th to 27th. I’m excited to see what the Depart-

ment of Maine, under the leadership of Depart-

ment Commandant Peter Lubas, has prepared for 

us. The business meeting will be packed with valu-

able information. COO Bob Borka will present an 

Patrick Maguire  

National Vice Commandant  

New England Division 

Marine Corps League 
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Division Vice Commandant Patrick Maguire Coventry, RI 02816 
PMaguire@mcleague.org c-401-481-7995 Dept. of RI   Kent Country Det. 453 

   

Assistance Div. Vice Comdt. Michael Hinds Woburn, MA 01801 

Mhinds579@gmail.com C-617-960-6595 Dept. of MA   Honorable Few Det. 1302 

   

Chief of Staff Joe Afonso Pawtucket RI 02861 
bucciatwood@rimcl.org 401-454-9010 Dept of RI Bucci Atwood Detachment 376 

   

Division Adjutant / Newsletter Editor Walt Benson Prospect, CT 06712 

walt.benson5@gmail.com c-203-768-8435 Dept. of CT   Brass City Memorial Det. 31 

   

Aide de Camp Laurent J. Chretien Gorham, ME 04038 

Lschris68@msn.com c-207-894-8906 Dept. of ME   Southern Maine Det. 1324 

   

Division Paymaster Wayne Hamilton Johnston RI 02919 

Wayham913@gmail.com c-401-719-6386 Dept of RI Bucci Atwood Detachment 376 

   

Division Chaplain Jane Deptula Coventry, RI 02816 

Janie.deptula@gmail.com h-401-825-6685 Dept. of RI   Kent Country Det. 453 

   

Division Sergeant at Arms Jim Soder Berlin CT. 06037 
412redbone@att.net 860-262-2690 Dept of CT Hardware City Det 781 

   

Div. Compliance Officer OPEN  

   

   

Div. Legislative Officer Warren Griffin Holliston, MA 01746 

wgriffin@mcleague.org c-774-292-1527 Dept. of MA   Metro West Det. 1037 

   

Div. Legal Advisor OPEN  
   

   

Div. Photographer Peter King Raynham, MA 02767 

chiefk@comcast.net c-508-230-4117 Dept. of MA   Grtr New Bedford Det. 1399 

   

Div. Historian OPEN  
   

   

Div. Toys 4 Tots Laurent J. Chretien Gorham, ME 04038 

Lschris68@msn.com c-207-894-8906 Dept. of ME   Southern Maine Det. 1324 

   

Div. Young Marine Liaison Bruce Katz Swansea, MA 02777 

brucejkatz@gmail.com c-603-866-1183 Dept. of MA   Van Gyzen Det. 1285 

   

Div. BSA Liaison Christopher Cekovsky Westfield MA. 01085 
ccekovsky@gmail.com c-413-427-8456 Dept. of MA. Westfield River Valley Det 141 

   

New England Division Contact Information 

2024 — 2025 

mailto:PMaguire@mcleague.org
mailto:Mhinds579@gmail.com
mailto:bucciatwood@rimcl.org
mailto:walt.benson5@gmail.com
mailto:Lschris68@msn.com
mailto:wayham913@gmail.com
mailto:Janie.deptula@gmail.com
mailto:412redbone@att.net
mailto:wgriffin@mcleague.org
mailto:chiefk@comcast.net
mailto:Lschris68@msn.com
mailto:brucejkatz@gmail.com
mailto:ccekovsky@gmail.com
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New England Division Contact Information 

2024 — 2025 

    important 

Laskey’s Telegraph is published every two months in the 

first week of the following months. 

FEBRUARY. APRIL, JUNE, AUGUST, OCTOBER AND 

DECEMBER.  

The cut off date for submitting material is the last week 

of the following months. JANUARY, MARCH, MAY, JU-

LY, SEPTEMBER AND NOVEMBER.. If there is a spe-

cial circumstance please call to make arrangements.  

Send submissions to: 

Walt.benson5@gmail.com 

203-768-8435 

Send pictures, please include names and what you and 

your detachment is doing. 

 

Div. MODD Liaison Patrick McMahon 24 Newton Rd. Norwich CT 06360 
VCDDMcMahon@gmail.com c-207-752-0025 Dept. of CT Thames River Det. 1334 

   

Div. Auxiliary Liaison OPEN  

   

   

Div. Web Sergeant  Brian Brooks  

Sgt_brooks@yahoo.com 413-768-0316  

   

Dept of CT Commandant Rich Daigle  

Poppop.daigle@gmail.com 860-222-5024  
   

Dept of MA Commandant Jon Zwirbilia    

commandant@mcldeptofmassachusetts.org   

   

Dept of ME Commandant Peter Lubas  

flyfisherman@verizon.net 908-963-2610  
   

Dept of NH Commandant Cody Dumont  

Mcl_cody_dumont@melcara.com 603-785-2665  
   

Dept of RI Commandant Joe Afonso   

bucciatwood@rimcl.org 401-454-9010  

   

Dept of VT Commandant Bob Mayers  

mayersra1@outlook.com 802-626-8058  
   

  What  Should  

       I Submit? 

This is your Newsletter, so anything 

you think others might be interested 

in. Look at the categories, Depart-

ments, Toy for Tots, Devil Dogs, 

Taps, Birthdays, Sick and I  Need. 

Upcoming Events, Help Wanted, 

History, League and Marine Corps, 

Birthdays, Awards and Recognition. 

Community Events, Scholarships, 

Conventions, Meetings and Grand 

Growls, and ongoing projects. What 

are we doing for recruiting? What 

are we doing for Marines for Life? 

What can we do to bring back the 

Auxiliary? Think of some of the pro-

grams we have expanded and can 

you think of any others you want to 

create or expand? We expanded 

the Dogs to include donations to 

provide help to animal shelters, 

what about other groups? What 

about donations for women's shel-

ters for women and children of 

these women? Toys For Tots ex-

panded there program to allow year 

round help to children in distress. 

Someone had an idea and this grew 

from it, you could start your idea 

here. I am sure there is more but 

this is a good start 

   Walt Benson 

mailto:sgt_brooks@yahoo.com
mailto:poppop.daaigle@gmail.com
mailto:commandant@mcldeptofmassachusetts.org
mailto:flyfisherman@verizon.net
mailto:cody@melcara.com
mailto:bucciatwood@rimcl.org
mailto:mayersra1@outlook.com
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 At the conclusion of any great event, as we revel in 

our celebration and enjoy the company and comradery we 

traveled to be here for. We look back to the several days of 

meetings where we exchanged ideas and knowledge, while 

we renewed our friendships while hopefully starting new 

ones, and realizing how far we have come since those yel-

low footprints in the cold dark night. 

 When we got home this year and we looked at the 

many pictures that flooded FaceBook of all that we experi-

enced, I found a post by a brother, as he refers to himself as 

David Porter the Original, “I am Dave Porter Sr. aka The 

Original. I would like to say if you can , I would definitely ad-

vise you to attend either the Mid Winter Conference next 

year or the Convention in August which is in Texas this year. 

I have only attended a few myself but I cannot say how much 

I have enjoyed myself both meeting new Brothers and Sis-

ters and participating in different activities with them. It’s the only time Marines from all parts of our great 

country get together to enjoy each other’s company while raising funds to help people in need. 

I will guarantee you will have a great time. I would like to add you can see by the response the camaraderie 

the Marine Corps League has at the functions. The majority of those that liked or made a comment I never 

would have met if it wasn’t for these events. So if you do come, even if by yourself, I will guarantee you will 

enjoy yourself, make new friends and you will help make the Marine Corps League a stronger better organi-

zation in helping those in need”. I don’t think I have ever heard it expressed better. The National Comman-

dant TJ Morgan, The Guest of Honor SGT?MAJ Ruiz and his Wife and all the NVC’s, and National Officers, 

welcome you. Semper Fidelis 

Mid winter conference 2025 
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Introduction of Dignitaries  

 

Color Guard from Quantico 

 

As well as the  

National Anthem by 

LCpl Travia A. Jackson 

Marine Base Quantico 

Mid winter conference 2025 

welcome 
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We ask for god’s blessing and remember 

those we lost since last we met 

Mid winter conference 2025 
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We listened and learned from programs and reports. We awarded some special people for the work that they 

did in support of our League. And we in turn supported by both Division and Département. 

Mid winter conference 2025 
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            We played in GROWL Assembled, WHO LET THE DOGS OUT!! WOOF!! WOOF!!! 

         HAIL TO THE CHIEF !!  WOOF WOOF 

Mid winter conference 2025 

            Police dogs looking for bones for the 

hos[ital 
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As each of us at different times, for many reasons, stood in the cold, on our first night with some fear and 

uncertainty of the decision we made, little did we realize that from those yellow footprints we stood upon, as 

we stepped forward we took our place in History. We joined those who went before us and those still yet to 

come. If you remember that last night in the squad bay, “Today you are no longer maggots, today you are 

Marines”. This is my fist of many of the celebrations of our 250th Birthday, as we stand shoulder to shoulder 

with our brothers and sisters. Semper Fidelis 

Mid winter conference 2025 

The National Vice Commandants proceed the cake. The National Officers escort the cake along with the 

youngest Marine and The Sgt At Arms as the National Commandant T J Morgan and the guest of Honor, 

20th SgtMaj of the Marine Corps SgtMaj Ruiz await 
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Mid winter conference 2025 

The cake is delivered to the National Commandant and the Guest of Honor. The Sgt-at Arms reads the proc-

lamation and the Commandant cuts the cake. 
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As is our tradition the guest of Honor 20th SgtMaj of the Marine Corps is served first, followed by the oldest 

Marine, PNC Paul J. Seton and finally the youngest LCpl  Travia L. Jackson 

Mid winter conference 2025 
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The evening continued on with our guest speaker SgtMaj Ruiz delivering a very motivating speech to a very 

attentive audience. At the conclusion a token of the evening and something I wish we could switch to video 

for, delayed cadence. 

Mid winter conference 2025 
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At the end of the Banquet SgtMaj Ruis stayed for an endless line of Photos, which he and his wife stood for 

and his aide graciously took the photos 

Mid winter conference 2025 

As we bid farewell to         

Pentagon city 

The eyes of Texas  

Are upon us 
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 I’ve seen comments 
regarding those of us who saw combat and those Marines who didn’t. I copied a piece written by Jason 
Mangone, a Lieutenant of Marines who didn’t see combat that I think might be of interest to *** ALL*** of 
us: How I Let Go Of The Embarrassment I Felt For Having Never Served in Combat. 
 A few months ago, I read Phil Klay’s book, “Redeployment” — a collection of a dozen short sto-
ries. One of its unifying themes was that young people, and young men in particular, seek validation 
through combat. There are myriad consequences to facing combat — some good, and others bad. Others 
who never face combat, but expected to, are often left with intermingled senses of regret and embarrass-
ment. There’s a selfishness in the sentiment: service is about “We.” Validation, potential regret, and its at-
tendant embarrassment are about “Me.  

 ”From 2006–2010, I was a Marine infantry officer. I commanded platoons on three deployments. Most of my contemporaries 
— that is, Marine infantry officers serving in the late aughts — have been in combat. I’ve never been shot at, blown up, or been in 
contact with the enemy in any sense whatsoever. I am a veteran, but I am not a combat veteran.  
 Accepting this took some time: it went from a lived reality to a source of shame, to something I merely acknowledge today as 
a fact of my life. This simple reckoning has allowed me to recollect my service with straightforwardness and grow as a person.  
 While I was still in, other Marines knew the battalion I was in, and they’d know I’d been in Iraq when it was calm, then went 
on a MEU, then went to Haiti. I’ve seen a lot written about the pressure to get a Combat Action Ribbon — the unofficial sign that you’d 
really done something while you were deployed. And while I always revered my Marines and senior leaders who had one — perhaps 
too much so for a time — when I was around other Marines, it didn’t matter too much that I never had one. If new Marines who joined 
my platoons were skeptical of my leadership because I’d never been in combat, I never felt it, and like to think I eventually gained 
their trust through competence.  
 I felt embarrassment most sharply after I’d gotten out. People expected that I’d been in combat, and I thought I would have 
been, too. I never lied about it, but as a brand-new civilian, I’m not proud to admit that I did offer ambiguous responses to questions 
like “What did you do?” I’d respond with: “I was a Marine, an infantry officer. I was in Iraq.” I’d just let it linger as though I was a salty 
vet who just stayed mum about the experience because there were some things I just didn’t want to talk about. I’d let people keep 
their assumptions about what my response meant, as though I might be less of a person if they knew the truth. At a certain point, I 
flipped entirely. Just about any time I talked about my experience as a Marine, I almost reflexively said — and, sometimes still do say 
—Yeah, but I never really did anything. I was never in combat.”4  
 I don’t know what I’m supposed to say when people ask me what I did or where I served. I’ve just settled on being comforta-
ble with some facts about what I did and who I am. I was not in a unit that got shot at. Many others in my line of work were, but I was-
n’t. I like to think I would have handled it just as well as all my buddies, but I have no idea  
 I got out after four years while the war in Iraq was winding down, and Afghanistan was getting messier. I could have stayed 
in and sought a unit deploying to Afghanistan, and it’s likely that I would have seen combat. But I didn’t. So, there’s some arbitrari-
ness, and a little bit of personal choice — even if it was a choice of omission — in the fact that I’m not a combat veteran.  
 Most importantly, any sense of regret I have for not getting shot at is laden with a deep, perhaps sinful, moral failing. I did 
three deployments, and there were around 120 Marines in the two platoons I led, none of whom were ever hurt or killed. Given the 
time I served, and the job I had, that’s nothing but a blessing. If I’d been in combat on any of my deployments, I probably would have 
been fine — while many officers have been hurt and killed in Iraq and Afghanistan, the brunt of that burden sits with enlisted men. 
And so, the self-validation I might have gained in combat would have likely come at the cost of my Marines. Shame on me forever 
feeling embarrassed.  
 All that’s proper is to shut up and count my blessings. I’m exceedingly proud that I served. I look back, and though I did noth-
ing heroic, I smile widely, knowing that I loved my Marines deeply. I feel comfortable that my service honored a sacred covenant with 
them, even if that bond was never faced with nor forged in the ultimate crucible. I’ll never know what sort of growth combat may have 
led to, but I’m okay with who I am today.  
 I matured, as I learned practical lessons from dozens of Marines, hundreds of mistakes, and a few major failures. I became a 
man of deeper integrity, if only from the fortunate contagion of befriending several people of the highest character; and having had a 
job in my early 20s where living one’s values is the clearest path to success. Because I served, I’m a more complete husband, friend, 
brother, son, and citizen; and I know I’ll love and guide the child we expect in July more wholly. 
 
Semper Fi! 
 
Sgt. Thomas M. Dunne, USMC  
1967—1971 
Vietnam Veteran 
Detachment #1143 
Eastern Panhandle Marine Corps League 
Martinsburg, WV 
“Marines I see as two breeds, Rottweilers or Dobermans, 
Because Marines come in two varieties, big and mean, 
Or skinny and mean. They’re aggressive on the attack 
And tenacious on defense. They’ve got really short hair  
And always go for the throat”. 
Rear Adm “Jay” R Rick Starkey 
 
Howard Boyd Sr. Detachment #1005 Shallotte NC shared this with our Detachment, Howard and myself are Vietnam Veterans and 
we believe this is this is so true. If you served that is what is honorable we are all brothers and sisters of the Marine Corps. 

New England division 

Marines 
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Happy easter 

new england 

     Memorial day 

On this weekend where we honor those who died, 

The heroes of our nation those we hold in pride. 

They fell in many battles in several different wars, 

Because of their sacrifice our freedom is secure. 

 

Some battles were famous and remembered well, 

Others never heard of but still were living hell. 

It doesn’t make a difference their sacrifice the same, 

On this day we honor them for the life they gave. 

 

We lay wreaths and flags be beside the honored 

graves, 

With each we say a prayer  and remeber what they 

gave. 

Be thankful for their service and the sacrifice they 

made, 

Be thankful to God above for these men that he has 

made. 

 

Today we are a nation with freedom to enjoy, 

Because another set of heroes are still actively de-

ployed. 

So on this day remember all who gave so much,  

Say a prayer or shed a tear for those who gave so 

much. 
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Hello to all of our Marine Corps League members and their families.  I wanted to let you know about 

a newer committee that was the creation of Past National Commandant Warren Griffin.  Last year 

Warren wanted to do more for our Marines pertaining to their mental health and wellness.  This is 

how HAMSAL was created.  HAMSAL, which stands for “Help A Marine, Save A Life”, centers 

around taking care of yourself, as well as taking care of each other. 

 

Last year I attended many Division Conferences upon request and presented a PowerPoint that in-

cluded a little bit about my story, Question, Persuade, Refer (QPR), mental health and substance 

use disorder.  QPR covers suicide awareness and prevention, and I know that we do not talk about 

this enough.  What’s that you say, you don’t like talking about these uncomfortable topics?  Well, I 

am here to tell you that those days are gone.  We are our brothers and sisters keeper, whether you 

know or it like it.  We cannot do this alone so we will do this together.   

 

I was honored to speak at the New England/Quad States Conference and if you missed it, you are 

in luck.  I am available to present to your Department and your membership to help spread the 

word.  My HAMSAL presentation can also be found on the MCL Library under the member section.  

As a retired Police Officer and Marine Corps veteran in recovery, I understand about suffering in si-

lence and fighting that stigma, especially within the First Responder and military/veteran community.  

But now I recover loudly and help others with their mental health and substance use.  Please feel 

free to reach out to me at any time and contact me at shoremarines@gmail.com and 732-921-7411.  

Semper Fi! 

 

 

 

Brian Gillespie 

New England division 

mailto:shoremarines@gmail.com
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From the editor 

 A few weeks ago while attending mid-winter my Commandant came across a cover patch in the ships 

store, “PAST EVERYTHING”, and he actually bought me one. Now there are many people that could wear 

this patch, but what exactly is this patch saying? Is it a question we are constantly 

answering, are we checking all the box- es?  Or is it seeking a job where you feel 

you can make a difference? I know that is my goal, ever since someone told me that 

I could try that when I’m the Comman- dant. I suggested that we as a group we try 

something and that was the response I got. We are all here to make lives better, 

starting with Marines and branching out from there. What we have here is, as they 

say in the commercial, PRICELESS. In this issue someone actually came out and 

told many of us  how great it is to come to these Conferences and Conventions, and 

they are right. We recognize, we ap- proach, we interact, and we are connected. 

It is a wonderful feeling to come to a state 1000, miles from home and find your 

friends are here to share laughter, meals and comradery like no others could 

do. It’s not PAST EVERYTHING posi- tions, but interacting with as many individu-

als as you can. To touch as many people and their lives as you can while being part of this elite organization. 

If you or your detachment are not taking advantage of all the opportunities to tell others of what you are doing 

and how good you are. There are amazing people here looking to help, looking to build and grow, and looking 

to continue to serve the communities we are part of. We are coming into convention season. We have Quad 

State up first, and it’s a good place to start a mini Convention. We learn, we play, we eat, we recognize, we 

remember, honor and celebrate. Let the comradery begin, meet new people, make stronger bonds with oth-

ers. Then we have Massachusetts, and Connecticut leading up to National which is in Texas this year. If you 

don’t have buy a Cowboy hat on your bucket list maybe you should. I bought an Oklahoma cowboy hat but 

Texas May be Better. Take that first step to becoming Past Everything I promise you will not regret it. 

             Walt Benson 

Have you joined any of these meetings? Well if you missed any oft 

them, they are available on You Tube and there are a lot of good top-

ics to choose from 

        OPEN FOR ALL 

MEMBERS OF THE MCL 

    & MCL AUXILIARY 

A story worth telling 
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because we are the only VSO chartered by Congress. 

 In order to be prepared, National is requiring that 

all Detachment rosters precede members’ Profile IDs with 

a “V” in the Atlas system. Regular members, Marines, are 

easy to identify and mark appropriately. Associate mem-

bers are a different story. Associate members may or may 

not have served in the military. To identify those who 

have, Detachment Commandants must mark-up their as-

sociates on their Atlas rosters and send them to me elec-

tronically. I will track them and forward them to National. 

 If you need an updated roster, let me or Walt 

Benson know. We can send you a new one but if there 

have been no changes within the last few months, the 

ones I sent out earlier should be adequate. 

 The Marine Corps League Foundation, a nonprof-

it agency, provides important financial assistance to Ma-

rines and their families, as well as other charitable caus-

es. National is recommending that all Detachments do-

nate to the MCLF annually. I will not be at our meeting on 

6 April due to another commitment. I hope to see every-

one at the Department 

Convention. 

Semper Fidelis. 

Rich Daigle 

Commandant 

Department of  

Connecticut 

 

 

 

Message from the commandant 

 2025 is a big year for the United States Marine 

Corps and the Marine Corps League. We are celebrating 

250 years of service, honor, and commitment exemplified 

by our illustrious history. Take pride in who we are and tell 

your stories so that 

the younger gener-

ations of Americans 

learn the history of 

the Corps and our 

individual parts in 

that history. RE-

MINDER: Our 2025 

Department of Con-

necticut Convention 

and MODD Grand 

Growl will be held 

27-28 June 2025 at 

the Hilton Garden 

Inn in Glastonbury. 

Rooms are availa-

ble to reserve now. 

You can call 1-877-

782- 9444 and 

claim the Depart-

ment of CT MCL 

group rate or use 

group rate MCL25. 

 You can also make your reservations at https://

www.hilton.com/en/attend-my- event/

deptofctmarinecorpsleague/. The group rate is also availa-

ble for 26 June, if you’re so inclined. Tom Jackson of the                    

Housatonic Detachment will lead the effort for the hospi-

tality suite. Now is the time to begin picking up goodies for 

the hospitality suite. AND prizes for our MCL and MODD 

raffles. 

 From the 2025 Mid-Winter Conference. VSOs and 

other nonprofit military organizations must prove that their 

membership consists of 80-90% veterans in order to 

maintain their 501(c) status. Fortunately, the MCL is ex-

empt from this  requirement, at least for the time being,      
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                                      Iwo Jim Flag Raising  

         80 
th

 Anniversary Commemoration Ceremony 

 Two Iwo Jima survivors, Joe Caminiti, of Bristol, and Peter Senick, of New Haven, attended the 80th Anniver-

sary Commemorative Ceremony. Members of the Marine Corp League from across the State were present to honor the 

two living Iwo Jima Survivors. It was also an honor to welcome 102-year-old WW2 Woman Marine veteran Corporal 

Dottie Dee. 

 The event took place in Davidson 

Hall at Central Connecticut State University. 

New Britain Mayor Erin Stewart served as 

the master of ceremonies for the event. The 

guest speakers included Ron Welch, Briga-

dier General, U.S. Army Retired, Commis-

sioner of the Connecticut Department of Vet-

erans Affairs, and Brigadier General Omar J. 

Randall from Headquarters Marine Corps. 

Special guest speakers included U.S. Sena-

tor Richard Blumenthal, the Mayor Jon Tris-

ter of Newington, CCSU President Zulma R. 

Toro. 

 The nephew of Dr. George Gentile, 

the man behind the creation of the Iwo Jima 

Survivor’s Monument, Mark Gentile, spoke about his uncle and the founding of the Iwo Jima Association that built the 

Monument in New Britain. This monument is special in that it has volcanic rocks from the island of Iwo Jima imbedded 

into the base. The names of the 100 people from Connecticut who were killed in the Battle of Iwo Jima were read at the 

close of the ceremony. Marines Joe Caminiti and Peter Senick are the last known Iwo Jima Survivors in Connecticut. 

The raising of the flag on Mount Suribachi is one of the most iconic photographs of all time and emblematic of the cour-

age, honor, and commitment of all U.S. Marines.                                              S/F Peter DePaola 
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 CONNECTICUT  

 
    National Vietnam War Veterans Day ceremony in Coventry 

 

 On Saturday, March 29, 2025, there was  a brief wreath-laying ceremony at noon at the CT 

Vietnam War Veterans Memorial located at 234 Lake Street in Coventry to honor and remember all 

Vietnam War veter- ans.  Keynote 

speaker was the Commissioner of the 

CT Dept. of Veter- ans Affairs, Ron 

Welch, BGen, U.S. Army 

(Retired).   UConn’s Rubyfruit A Cappella 

Choir will sing the National Anthem 

and the Natchaug Young Marines from 

Danielson will pro- vide the Color 

Guard.  There were a few other special 

participants who added to the cere-

mony as we saluted the Vietnam Veter-

ans, both past and present. 

 

 On March 28, 2017, Congress passed a law designating March 29
th
 as National Vietnam 

War Veterans Day.  Approximately 2.7 million American men and women served in Vietnam be-

tween 1962 and 1975.  The Vietnam War took the lives of 58,479 U.S. service members, including 

614 from Connecti- cut whose names are on 

this beautiful mon- ument located in Coventry. 

Today, there are still thousands of Vietnam 

veterans who feel the long-term effects of the 

War from Agent Orange. 

 

 The cere- mony was open to the pub-

lic to welcome home those who served 

our country.  Addi- tional parking was located 

across the street at Patriots Park, 172 Lake 

Street, Coventry. VietnamWarVeterans-

Day@gmail.com.   

 

mailto:VietnamWarVeteransDay@gmail.com
mailto:VietnamWarVeteransDay@gmail.com
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  Chaplain’s corner 

Living the Marine Corps Value of Honor 

 It is the Easter season. Dur-

ing this time, I like to reflect on the 

hope and joy it brings and to gain a 

deeper understanding of the mean-

ing of the resurrection and victory 

over death, the power of for- 

giveness, and of new beginnings. 

For others, it is a time to celebrate 

Passover, which commemorates 

freedom from slavery, oppression, 

and reminds people to return to God’s ways. 

 Both of these invoke the profound, spiritual 

and emotional forces drive us to our God, who made 

us and to whom we belong. Like our connection to 

the military community, we also belong to the heaven-

ly community. We are often reminded that our time 

here is short. This is a real-life story that happened 

in mid- March of this year. A friend and a sister Ma-

rine veteran lost her husband, also 

a Marine veteran. His passing was 

sudden and shocking. Both were in 

their early 50’s, with teenage 

daughters. He and his girls served 

with the local fire department. While 

doing a service project for a disa-

bled Marine veteran, he dropped 

dead. No warning, and no underly-

ing conditions. 

 The family and community are devastated. 

At the funeral Mass, the wife gave a powerful testi-

mony to their 30 years together. It was a message 

of a full and beautiful life together. A life of love, and 

dedication and of hope for life to go on. In the hard-

est moment of her life, she said ‘I will see you again, 

but I have to finish the work you started here with 

the girls.” 

This is a beautiful Easter story. Through the trage-

dies of life, when our darkest days are 

upon us, our Lord is there for us. Let us be there for 

each other. Let us forgive and renew relationships. 

Let us care about others, be helpful to others, and 

let us reach out to those who don’t always deserve 

our kindness but need it the most. 

 May you and your loved ones enjoy a beauti-

ful Easter full of peace and joy. 

 

Semper Fidelis 

Peter DePaola 

Department of CT Chaplain 
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CONNECTICUT     

   Quilts of Valor 

 Quilts of Valor are special quilts awarded to service members and veterans who have been 

touched by war. They are made to express gratitude for their service and sacrifice, with the mission 

of providing comfort and healing. Each quilt must meet specific criteria, including size and labeling, 

and must be awarded rather than given as a gift. The Quilts of Valor Foundation, founded in 2003, 

has awarded over 327,000 quilts to date, reflecting a commitment to honoring those who serve. 

These quilts are crafted with high-quality materials and are intended to be a civilian award. 

 ON March 21st 2025 at the senior center in Bristol, Rivers McCalop of the Hardware City De-

tachment was awarded a Quilt of Valor. Congratulations sir it is very well deserved. Now you can sit 

in the cold, doing roses with your detachment and still remain warm. You make us all proud of your 

dedication and commitment to the Marine Corps League. Semper Fi 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=25fe464819177b49f5ada1bd6dd150f5b8bdd681e569cf43c9fc4768a31c9ed9JmltdHM9MTc0MzI5MjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=01ba4baa-46d2-6332-220c-5edf472f628d&psq=quilts+of+valor&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucW92Zi5vcmcv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=25fe464819177b49f5ada1bd6dd150f5b8bdd681e569cf43c9fc4768a31c9ed9JmltdHM9MTc0MzI5MjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=01ba4baa-46d2-6332-220c-5edf472f628d&psq=quilts+of+valor&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucW92Zi5vcmcv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=25fe464819177b49f5ada1bd6dd150f5b8bdd681e569cf43c9fc4768a31c9ed9JmltdHM9MTc0MzI5MjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=01ba4baa-46d2-6332-220c-5edf472f628d&psq=quilts+of+valor&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucW92Zi5vcmcv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=25fe464819177b49f5ada1bd6dd150f5b8bdd681e569cf43c9fc4768a31c9ed9JmltdHM9MTc0MzI5MjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=01ba4baa-46d2-6332-220c-5edf472f628d&psq=quilts+of+valor&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucW92Zi5vcmcv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=25fe464819177b49f5ada1bd6dd150f5b8bdd681e569cf43c9fc4768a31c9ed9JmltdHM9MTc0MzI5MjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=01ba4baa-46d2-6332-220c-5edf472f628d&psq=quilts+of+valor&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucW92Zi5vcmcv&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=25fe464819177b49f5ada1bd6dd150f5b8bdd681e569cf43c9fc4768a31c9ed9JmltdHM9MTc0MzI5MjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=01ba4baa-46d2-6332-220c-5edf472f628d&psq=quilts+of+valor&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucW92Zi5vcmcv&ntb=1
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Massachusetts  

 John J Van Gyzen Det 1285  

 The detachment Paymaster  of 20 years (William (Bill) Murphy was called home August 31, 
2024.  Bill's dedication of service to the Corps and 
Community was 2nd to none.  In turn, On 
March 17, 2025 - a day for a true Irishman to be hon-
ored, the detachment rec- ognized Bill's memory by 
throwing a true Irish get together and by utilizing an 
engraved granite stone that will forever stand out-
side our headquar- ters.  This will be an offer-
ing that family, friends, and future Marines a view of 
how one person could im- pact so many others.  Sem-
per Fi Bill - you will be for- ever missed  (see attached 
pictures of honoring Bill). 

 After hearing of the devastation, Commandant Bruce Aldrich of the John J VanGyzen Detach-
ment took it upon himself to reach out to Marine Corps League Detachment 1417 Asheville, NC to see if 
they needed any assistance.   The Det 1417 Commandant - Randy Reynolds asked if we could help one 
of their own.  Commandant Reynolds told the story of Taylor West who lost everything but fortunately 
Marine West was able to huddle his family together and keep them safe as the tides washed his home 
away.  During the John J Van Gyzen detachment meeting in Dec 2024, it was motioned to provide Ma-
rine West a $1000.00 to help Marine West in rebuilding what the West family lost.   The motion was se-
conded and unanimously approved to send the donation to Marine West.   Marine West received his do-
nation just in time for the 
Christmas holiday.   Attached 
is an image of Marine West 
receiving his oversized 
check!   
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Marine Corps League - is at  

 Wow it is hard to believe that we have already sailed 

through most of winter and are now enjoying warmer weather ar-

riving and better yet longer days to enjoy. 

  

 I very much appreciate the support that the detachment 

members have given me with dealing with open heart surgery to 

replace an aortic valve and a portion of the ascending aorta at-

tached to it, followed a week later with a pacemaker implant. If 

you may have thought that I was a beehive buzz saw previously, I 

assure you that since my heart engine rebuild you haven't seen 

the best yet....good for another million miles before the potential 

"rebuild". 

  

 Now that this has all been accomplished it is time for me 

and our detachment leadership team of officers and valuable appointed positions to buckle down 

hard to help make 2025 an even more year of accomplishments than 2024.  

  

 We have already established a number of fun filled days of FUNdraising at three local Market 

Basket supermarkets as well as the Hookset Bass Pro Shop. (sign up to volunteer in the SVC seg-

ment below)  We will be adding again this year the annual Manchester Rotary Car show venue on 

Labor Day weekend Saturday to be linked up with the local Marine recruiting command. I expect to 

add to our venue a local rebuilt military vehicle, along with a dunk tank and mystery balloon artist to 

increase crowd participation. I hope that we will also be able to have a successful detachment and 

guest summer picnic at a location TBD that I feel will be a great delight. 

  

The Marine ethos: 
 

Alieni Semel, Saepius Exertus, Semper Fidelis, Fratres et Sorores in Aeternum!    
 

Strangers Once, Often Tested, Always Faithful, Brothers and Sisters Forever   
 

Quidam Dedit Omnibus  
 

All Gave Some, Some Gave All 
 

Commandant - Gary Gahan 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Above Swearing in of Denis 

Kearns at a FUN-day Breakfast. 

Above Swearing in of Rich Andrus  

at a membership meeting. 

Above Swearing in of Patrick  
McMonigle at a FUN-day  
Breakfast. 

 

Above Swearing in of Chris and 

Esther Sawyer at a FUN-day 

Breakfast. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 
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Marines and Associates, 

 Hope everyone had a safe and happy holiday season, as we begin an exciting new year for 

the Marine Corps League Department of Rhode Island.  I am excited to share some wonderful 

news about the growth of our organization and the expanding opportunities to serve our veteran 

community.  

 It is my great pleasure to announce that we have welcomed a new pound to the Military Or-

der of the Devil Dogs (MODD) in Rhode Island – Rhode Dogs Pound 416. This expansion of our 

"fun and honor society" represents another step forward in our mission to foster camaraderie and 

provide support to our veterans throughout the state.  

  

 As we celebrate this milestone, we are also focusing on growing our membership to en-

hance our ability to serve. The Marine Corps League has long stood as a beacon of support for vet-

erans, providing crucial services and maintaining the brotherhood that is so fundamental to our Ma-

rine Corps heritage. We invite you to join us in our recruitment efforts by reaching out to fellow Ma-

rines and FMF Corpsmen who might benefit from becoming part of our organization.  

  

 Your active participation in the League makes a real difference in the lives of veterans 

across Rhode Island. Whether through our service programs, social events, or ceremonial activi-

ties, each member contributes to our mission of serving those who have served our nation.  

  

 If you know of any potential new members or would like to become more involved in our ac-

tivities, please don't hesitate to reach out. Together, we can continue to build and strengthen our 

Marine Corps League community.  

  

        Semper Fidelis,  

 

 

Rhode island 

Joe Afonso, Commandant 

Department of Rhode Island 

New England Division  
Chief of Staff 

bucciatwood@rimcl.org 

mailto:bucciatwood@rimcl.org
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Rhode island 
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Scratching's from the dogs 

MILITARY ORDER OF DEVIL DOGS 
NEW ENGLAND DIVISION 

VICE CHIEF DEVIL DOG 
PDD Patrick T. McMahon 14-365 

E: vcddmcmahon@gmail.com C: 860.222.5024 

**************************************************** 

 

 Vice Chief Devil Dog   

  New England Division 

   PDD Pat McMahon  

 

Attends a Boy Scout event in  

New England 

 

 

 

 

At the right the appropriate  

Growl attire for  a dog from the  

Glawackus Pound 

Woof Woof !! 
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maine 

 As this year’s hosting Department, the Department of Maine, has been working closely with the Divi-
sion in planning the annual Quad State (New England Division) Convention. We are excited to be the host-
ing Department and are looking forward to both the convention, and the opportunity to meet to share ideas 
and fellowship with members from across our Division and beyond.  
 
 This year’s convention will be held at the in the Great State of Maine at the Double Tree by Hilton 
Portland, located in South Portland Maine, 04106. The convention dates are Friday April 25-April 27, 2025. 
Assisted by our Division NVC Pat Maguire, presenters and our guest speaker have been secured. We are 
grateful for his assistance and are working to finalize the event schedule. Attendees are welcome to attend 
the full convention, or can attend as their circumstances permit. There will be a Saturday night banquet at a 
cost of $65.00 per person. Registration forms for the convention, to include the hotel information, the ban-
quet overview, the convention and banquet registration form and a form to purchase an advertisement in the 
convention program book can be found on the Division webpage, copies have been forwarded to MCL New 
England Department Commandants to disburse to their respective Detachments. Additionally, forms can be 
downloaded from the newly created Department of Maine website, www.marinecorpsleaguemaine.org. It is 
our hope that each Department, Detachments, and individual supporters and businesses in your area will 
purchase an advertisement in the program book. As you know the advertisement book is a big help covering 
the convention expenses, and we look forward to your support in this endeavor. 
 
 As mentioned above, the Department of Maine has created a new webpage, with a new web ad-
dress. Our Department’s new web address is www.marinecorpsleaguemaine.org. I ask that you take a mo-
ment and log into our webpage. Your visits will help us further promote the new page in the google world. 
The new webpage has been revised to not only highlight our Department but also all seven of our Maine lo-
cal Detachments. It was designed to be an initial “one-stop” webpage for the state of Maine, and includes 
direct links to our local Detachments, the New England Division and our MCL National webpage. As with any 
new web page, please recognize that we will be making some modifications and adding more information 
into the future. Please feel free to link your page, to our page, in the spirit of “Gung Ho” we can have infor-
mation readily available to all our members, as well as both potential future members, or those businesses 
and individuals that support our community programs and events (donors). 
 
 Finally, we recently installed a new Commandant in our Greater Bangor Detachment, Detachment 
#1151. Commandant Don Kozerow, a former Commandant for the Detachment, has returned to that role. 
Additionally, Commandant Kozerow, as a Pedigreed Devil Dog (PDD) is currently our Department Devil 
Dogs Senior Vice. Finally, Commandant Kozerow serves our Department as Judge Advocate. I congratulate 
Commandant Kozerow and am certain he will work to both grow and lead his Detachment with honor. 
 
See you all in April at the Convention. 

         

          Semper Fidelis,                                                                                                            
          Peter Lubas 
          Commandant 
          Department of Maine 
          Phone- (908) 963-2610  
          
                                 
          Email- Flyfisherman@verizon.net                                                                                            
                                                          www.Marinecorpsleaguemaine.org 
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Connect to resources and opportunities: 

Whether you're just starting the transition pro-

cess, or you've already made the move to civilian 

life, the Marine 

for Life Network 

is here to help 

you grow your 

professional net-

work and provide 

the support and 

guidance you 

need to succeed 

beyond the mili-

tary.    

Strengthen your professional relationships 

and expand your network.: Networking is cru-

cial in today's professional world. The Marine for 

Life Network facilitates your networking capabili-

ties through two lines of effort: virtual and face-to

-face communication. 

Virtual: Join the Marine for Life Network's grow-

ing community of Marines, Veterans, and military 

community members on LinkedIn. This premier 

professional networking site is an excellent re-

source for accessing career tools, staying con-

nected with peers, and developing your profes-

sional brand. To connect, start by setting up a 

profile and joining a Marine for Life regional net-

Marine for life 

work group.    

Face-to-Face: More than 70 Marine for Life 

Representatives serves our program as 

hometown links. 

These represent-

atives create a 

bridge between 

the military and 

civilian communi-

ties across the 

nation, connect-

ing you to military

-friendly job op-

portunities, career resources, and networking 

events. Your local representative will help you 

build relationships and explore employment, ed-

ucation, and community resources in your cur-

rent area or the area where you plan to move.  

Military Spouses too!   The Marine for Life Net-

work is committed to helping military spouses 

build relationships and connections that can ben-

efit them in both their personal and professional 

lives. By leveraging the power of the Marine for 

Life Network, military spouses can tap into a wid-

er network of employers, academic institutions, 

entrepreneurship resources, and more!    

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/marine-for-life-network/
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Marine 4 life 
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Wounded warrior regiment 

 

MSgt Charles You 

District Injured Support 

Coordinator (DSC) 

508-740-4331 

Charles.you.mil@usmc.mil 
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“I cast my words upon the wind, of things I wish to tell my friends” 

On this page we will publish the works of Marines who have written novels or poetry that they wish to share either in 

segments here or a short description and information to purchase the book. We welcome the works of all members. Not 

all work will appeal to all members but your work will appeal to a member. 

 

This space is here to promote what you have written, to show your friends and foes as 

well the strengths that you are made of. As you publish here or there you expose 

yourself to judgement. But this is what its all about to test your inner talents. As you 

read this you should discover that this is but another poem. To show to all that are 

afraid that all your fears are quite unfounded. Because as you put each letter on the 

page you leave your fear behind you. So write your words and share your thoughts 

but you always must remember, words and thoughts come from the heart that’s what 

your readers crave for.  

I published my life story in 2022 it was 
reviewed in th Semper Fi magazine as 
well as the VFW Magazine in 2022. Also, 
recorded in the Library of Congress on 
August 3, 2022. 

A true story of hardship and and over-
coming disability. A life member of the 
Marine Corps League former Adjutant 
and current Paymaster of Detachment 
#1399. 

Donat J. "Dan" Le Blanc 

 

CPTHOOK@COMCAST.NET 

mailto:CPTHOOK@COMCAST.NET
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Humor Around The Division 
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As a member of the Marine Corps Association, you will be well-

connected with the Corps with MCA’s membership benefits: 
Resources: 

Leatherneck – Magazine of the Marines and The Marine Corps Gazette are our monthly flagship publications 

that feature valuable information from the Corps. Members can select print and/or digital issues and can ac-

cess more than one hundred years of issues of both magazines online for free. Non-members do not have 

access to our Magazine archives. Click here to see sample issues. 

• The MARINE Shop is our retail store that assists Marines with their uniform requirements regardless of 

rank and offers many Marine Corps themed gifts and apparel. 

MCA Group Insurance Program features valuable insurance products with your needs in mind – all 

backed by an association you can trust. We leverage the buying power of our MCA members to bring 

you competitive group rates and offer one convenient source for 

the following products: 

Term Life Insurance 

TRICARE Supplement 

Dental Insurance 

Vision Insurance 

Pet Insurance 

Long-Term Care Insurance 

Medicare Insurance Plans 

Individual and Family Health Insurance Plans 

To learn more about the benefits of the Marine Corps Association 
Group Insurance Program, Click Here or call (800) 845-4685. 
 

Networking Opportunities: 
Discounted Professional Events: Our members receive discounted  
rates for our MCA professional dinners and events held annually  
throughout the Corps. Our dinners provide members with access  
to senior leaders of the Marine Corps, Department of Defense, and  
industry. Active-duty members can attend for free.  

Professional Development: 
MCA Battle Study Packages: Members will have access to all of our  
Battle Study Packages and learn from the lessons of the battles of  
the past to excel in the Corps battlefields of the future. 
MCA Decision-Making Exercises: Members can practice solving  
issues to increase their ability to make decisions through dozens  
of tactical and ethical decision games 
MCA Corps Voices: Hear the Corps’ icons from Chesty Puller to  
Alexander Vandegrift to Al Gray discuss issues, challenges, and  
battlefield tactics in these audio excerpts recorded over the last  
one hundred years. 

Building a strong relationship to secure the future  

https://mca-marines.org/magazines/
https://mca-marines.org/magazines/
https://marineshop.net/
https://insuremca.com/group-term-life-insurance-plan
https://insuremca.com/TRICARE-Supplement
https://insuremca.com/Dental-Insurance
https://insuremca.com/Vision
https://insuremca.com/Pet-Insurance
https://insuremca.com/Long-Term-Care-Benefit-Program
https://insuremca.com/Medicare-Insurance-Plans
https://insuremca.com/Individual-and-Family-Health-Insurance-Plans
https://insuremca.com/
https://mca-marines.org/mcaevents/category/professional-and-award-events/
https://mca-marines.org/bsp/
https://mca-marines.org/decision-making-exercises/
https://mca-marines.org/corps-voices-podcasts/
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Walt Benson RECRUITING “IT’S JOB ONE”!! 

 Hello Marines , the warm weather is rapid-

ly approaching and so are the opportunities for 

recruiting. What is the one thing you hear over 

and over when you try to get new Marines to join 

us? I have no time I have to spend time with the 

kids and family. Then lets do that. Let’s take a 

break for the Good of the League. Let’s have 

fun. This will not be a fundraiser but rather a 

FUN RAISER. Make the price minimal or free. I 

have been to a few Family Fun Days and guess 

what they are fun and have something for every-

one. Supply the hotdogs and hamburgers, some 

drinks and let people bring other dishes if they so 

desire. Maybe some wiffle ball games and defi-

nitely a bouncy, every Marine Loves a bouncy. 

 We can invite any Marine or Veteran inter-

ested in being a member and their families. Run 

an ad on the social media outlets and maybe a 

local paper. Show people we are not just all work 

that there is a fun side to what we do and family 

is a big part of it. We can also purchase a cake 

and have the 250th Birthday be a big part of our 

summer festivities as well. This way your family 

The Marine Corps League is Looking for a Few Good Marines 

will get to join in the celebration.  

 When these new Marines attend please 

spend some time welcoming them to our 

League and asking them what they would like 

to see happen in the league as far as activities 

that we will focus on and take part in. Take lots 

of pictures so that when we put out the next 

newsletter their family is part of that newsletter 

taking part in all the activities. 

 Lastly, please exchange contact infor-

mation so that we can continue to communicate  

to our perspective members through contact 

and the newsletter. 

                                                      Walt Benson 
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DIVISION SPOTLIGHT  
 In each Issue I would like to focus on Marines that are bringing their A GAME to the Division 

and our mission. I would ask that Detachment and Department Commandants, as well as Pack 

Leaders send in their choices of  Members and Dogs who deserve recognition for the work they do 

and the contributions they make to our success. You should describe their contributions and why 

they are being recognized , since you know them the best. 

 Before I start let me apologize for not knowing more of the women who have 

served as Marines and that noting their service here I am really not qualified to tell their 

story. But, be that as it may, I feel it is past time that someone tries and I will make an 

effort to at least open the door. When we have banquets we hear from many General 

and although they speak well and entertain us with their stories they do not do justice 

to the women who have made this journey with us since the 1940’s. What an amazing 

story it must be to know all the details and growth these women have experienced. The 

recent story of SgtMaj Maness, gave me the push I needed to explore this topic. 

 But we have our own heroes in our division and they are all women that it is my 

honor to know. All of these women who served gallantly in our beloved Corps now serve with honor and dis-

tinction in our Marine Corps League. Each Marine embraces her own values and desire to promote the ac-

complishments of the Women of the Corps. Maybe in a banquet 

yet to come we can convince our very own Marines, who have 

accomplished so much can be persuaded to share their stories 

and define women in the Marine Corps. I think back to the time I 

was in and look at where we have come since then. I think 

about going from secretaries marching in dresses and shoes to 

Marines filling many post and leadership roles beyond what ever 

could have be expected. We have Col. 

Adele Hodges current commandant Bridgeport Detachment . 

Since the Corps is a Family her sis- ter Rosena Taylor. SgtMaj 

Jamie Depaola who works tireless- ly on many veterans pro-

jects including Backpacks for Life. And bringing up the rear our Division Chaplain 

Jane Deptula who serves in many ways including doing 

the yearly service for the four chap- lains celebration.   

 Like I said in the beginning I could not begin to do these women Jus- tice but 

going forward from today it is my hope that their story will be told to note the distinc-

tion that their service has provided Marines Semper Fidelis it is my honor to 

acknowledge you in the Spotlight. 

Walt Benson 
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MONDAY SUNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

APRIL 2025 2025 

5 

12 

13 14 15 19 

20 21 

16 

22 

17 18 

10 11 

25 26 

27 28 

23 24 

29 

3 4 

7 8 9 

1 2 

6 

30 

 

 

 

 

Quad State Division Conference Easter 

Tax  

Day 



56 

 

MONDAY SUNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 
FRIDAY SATURDAY 

2025 2025 

3 

4 5 

11 12 14 

7 

15 

8 

1 
2 

20 21 22 23 18 19 24 

29  

MAY 

30 

16 17 

6 

31 

13 

10 9 

27 26 28 25 

Memorial Day Weekend 
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National convention 

WE ARE SAVING 

A SEAT  

FOR YOU 

HYATT REGENCY DFW AIRPORT 

2334 N. INTERNATIONAL PKWY 

DFW AIRPORT TX 75261 

PHONE FOR RESERVATIONS 

1-800-233-1234 Group CODE G=MCL5 

MONDAY AUG 11 TO FRIDAY AUG 15 

RATES ARE $159,  

PARKING IS FREE 
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Classified section 

                       HELP WANTED 

 
Department of CT– Is seeking a Paymaster. The 

Paymaster is one of most important positions in the 

Department. No Depart- ment can function or 

conduct any busi- ness without a pay-

master. One need not  be 

able to function as an ac-

countant you need only to be able to 

balance a check-book and care. It is an oppor-

tunity to move up in the league and serve at a higher 

level. You will learn more about how things work in 

the league than in any other job 

Department of CT– Is seeking an Americanism 

Chair. Your duties would include overseeing the De-

partments participation and entries into the American-

ism program. 

Department of CT– Is seeking a VAVS NORTH and 

VAVS SOUTH. These position have been open for a 

while there are training videos available on the Na-

tional Website. 

Department of CT– Is seeking a Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Department of CT– Is seeking a Boy scout Liaison 

Department of CT– Is seeking a Youth Physical Fit-

ness liaison to make contact with schools to set up 

the program and help out wherever needed. 

Department of CT– Is seeking a Historian 

Department of CT– Is seeking a Legislative Officer 

Department of CT– Is seeking a Scholarship Chair 

New England Division– is seeking a Historian, who 

will take over keeping the history and accomplish-

ments of the Division. 

New England Division– is seeking a Legal Advisor 

and for this position you would need skills to advise 

the Division on all legal matters. 

New England Division– is seeking a Auxiliary Liai-

son . This position needs to be filled by a strong indi-

vidual who would basically bring the Auxiliary back to 

life. You would need good communication skills as 

well as drive and ambition.  

New England Division– is seeking a seeking a 

Youth Physical Fitness liaison to make contact with 

schools to set up the program and help out wherever 

needed. 

New England Division– is seeking a seeking a Com-

pliance Officer. To follow up on Department and De-

tachment. IRS 990’s and Incorporation reports 

                       HELP WANTED 

 
 Each edition I will list any job a Department 

has that is open. We need to encourage Marines to 

step up and fill these positions. Many people think 

that those of us that hold positions have some special 

skills that allow us to do these things we do but that is 

not true. WE are all here because we feel we have 

more to offer and more to do. We appreciate that you 

come to the meetings but think how much more you 

could help by stepping up. I think by now I have heard 

just about every excuse to why people can’t do things 

but you can and that is a conversation you need to 

have with yourself. No one ever joined the Marine 

Corps because they thought there were easy no 

stress jobs here. There are jobs listed here that if not 

filled would prevent a Department form functioning. 

There are only two people authorized to handle mon-

ey in the Department one is the Commandant the oth-

er is the Paymaster. These are the only two people 

that can sign checks, the only two people listed on the 

accounts for banking and scholarship. What are your 

special skills? Ou Can deposit money in the bank 

write checks and keep the checkbook balanced. 

There are other jobs that are just as important but this 

is the one I know the best right now. When I took it I 

did so in a situation similar to this there was a new 

commandant coming in and I did not want them to 

struggle or be limited. We need someone to do this 

again. 

 Youth Physical Fitness liaison is another posi-

tion that we are desperately seeking to fill. If you were 

a teacher or a coach you may have the connections 

we need to get this program off the ground. I have 

some ideas that are being used in other states by 

people, we need people here with connections to help 

implement them. I am sorry that I didn’t give more no-

tice but this was a last minute idea by someone who 

is desperate to bring us back to where we were. It is 

time to come off the sidelines your brothers and sis-

ters need you now more than ever. I'm pretty sure I 

learned this in bootcamp when I was tired the DI said 

sleep when your dead. So in the future send us your 

open jobs better yet send us your Marines. 

    Walt Benson 
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Regardless of the situation, the Marine 

Corps has an answer for almost every-

thing. 

                 A Marines Prayer       

     Almighty Father, whose command 

is over all and whose love never fails, 

make me aware of Thy presence and 

obedient to Thy will.  Keep me true to 

my best self, guarding me against dis-

honesty in purpose and deed and help-

ing me to live so that I can face my 

fellow Marines, my loved ones, and 

Thee without shame or fear.  Protect 

my family. 

 Give me the will to do the work 

of a Marine and to accept my share of 

responsibilities with vigor and enthusi-

asm.  Grant me the courage to be profi-

cient in my daily performance.  Keep 

me loyal and faithful to my superiors 

and to the duties my Country and the 

Marine Corps have entrusted to me.  

Help me to wear my uniform with dig-

nity, and let it remind me daily of the 

traditions which I must uphold. 

     If I am inclined to doubt, steady my 

faith; if I am tempted, make me strong 

to resist; if I should miss the mark, 

give me courage to try again. 

      Guide me with the light of truth 

and grant me wisdom by which I may 

understand the answer to my prayer. 

Amen 

HYATT REGENCY DFW AIRPORT 

2334 N. INTERNATIONAL PKWY 

DFW AIRPORT TX 75261 

PHONE FOR RESERVATIONS 

1-800-233-1234 Group CODE G=MCL5 

MONDAY AUG 11 TO FRIDAY AUG 15 

RATES ARE $159,  

PARKING IS FREE 


