
  

 

thank you to Marine Brooks 
for putting in the effort to get 
these accomplished. 

Mid-winter will be here in a 
couple of weeks, if you plan 
on attending, let your Com-
mandant know so he can 
pass that information to me. 
I'd like to know how many 
from New England will be 
making the trip.  Just a re-
minder, it will be in Penta-
gon city rather than Norfolk 
this year and for the next 
few years.   
2024 Quad State Conven-

tion/New England Division 

Conference in New Hamp-

shire will be here before you 

know it.  If you haven’t 

booked your room or regis-

tered you are running out of 

time.  The Division will be holding a raffle free to 

all members of New England, if you haven’t re-

ceived information on this I ask that you speak 

with your Detachment/Department Comman-

dant. 

Message From The Division  Commandant 

February 2024 — March 2024 

Newsletter of The New England Division of The Marine Corps League Vol. 3 Issue 3 

      New England Division, 

I hope everyone en-
joyed their holidays and 
spending time with family 
and friends.  I also hope that 
2024 has started off in your 
favor.  Over the winter the 
New England Division made 
a change to the Division 
logo.  We decided that we 
didn't want a traditional 
round logo, we wanted to be 
different.  Different so that 
when people see it they ac-
tually stop to look at it be-
cause it’s not something 
they're accustomed to.  With 
the words “New England Di-
vision” across the top and in 
white on that background, 
there will be no doubt who 
we are part of.  We hope 
you like it.  

 Some-
thing else that 
was created 
over the winter 
is a new Divi-
sion web-
site.  The new 
website address 
is: 

www.newenglanddivmcl.org  There are some 
small items and pictures that need to be add-
ed.  If there is something that you think would be 
a good addition, reach out to the division web 
sergeant, Brian Brooks.  Brian spearheaded the 
logo design as well as building the website, 

Patrick Maguire  

National Vice Commandant  

New England Division 

http://www.newenglanddivmcl.org
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Division Vice Commandant Patrick Maguire Coventry, RI 02816 
PMaguire@mcleague.org c-401-481-7995 Dept. of RI   Kent Country Det. 453 

   

Assistance Div. Vice Comdt. Michael Hinds Woburn, MA 01801 

Mhinds579@gmail.com C-617-960-6595 Dept. of MA   Honorable Few Det. 1302 

   

Chief of Staff Joe Afonso Pawtucket RI 02861 
bucciatwood@rimcl.org 401-545-9010 Dept of RI Bucci Atwood Detachment 376 

   

Division Adjutant / Newsletter Editor Walt Benson Prospect, CT 06712 

walt.benson5@gmail.com c-203-768-8435 Dept. of CT   Brass City Memorial Det. 31 

   

Aide de Camp Laurent J. Chretien Gorham, ME 04038 

Lschris68@msn.com c-207-894-8906 Dept. of ME   Southern Maine Det. 1324 

   

Division Paymaster Wayne Hamilton Johnston RI 02919 

Wayneham913@gmail.com c-401-719-6386 Dept of RI Bucci Atwood Detachment 376 

   

Division Chaplain Jane Deptula Coventry, RI 02816 

Janie.deptula@gmail.com h-401-825-6685 Dept. of RI   Kent Country Det. 453 

   

Division Sergeant at Arms Charles Paul  Norway ME 04268 
charlespaul293@gmail.com 207-393-7667 Dept of ME Central ME Det 810 

   

Div. Compliance Officer Bernard Heaney Baldwinville, MA 01436 

Bernieandnancy1@comcast.net c-978-894-4840 Dept. of MA  Pequoig Det. 1168 

   

Div. Legislative Officer Warren Griffin Holliston, MA 01746 

wgriffin@mcleague.org c-774-292-1527 Dept. of MA   Metro West Det. 1037 

   

Div. Legal Advisor OPEN  
   

   

Div. Photographer Peter King Raynham, MA 02767 

chiefk@comcast.net c-508-230-4117 Dept. of MA   Grtr New Bedford Det. 1399 

   

Div. Historian OPEN  
   

   

Div. Toys 4 Tots Laurent J. Chretien Gorham, ME 04038 

Lschris68@msn.com c-207-894-8906 Dept. of ME   Southern Maine Det. 1324 

   

Div. Young Marine Liaison Bruce Katz Swansea, MA 02777 

brucejkatz@gmail.com c-603-866-1183 Dept. of MA   Van Gyzen Det. 1285 

   

Div. BSA Liaison Laurent J. Chretien Gorham, ME 04038 

Lschris68@msn.com c-207-894-8906 Dept. of ME   Southern Maine Det. 1324 

   

New England Division Contact Information 

2023 — 2024 

mailto:PMaguire@mcleague.org
mailto:Mhinds579@gmail.com
mailto:bucciatwood@rimcl.org
mailto:walt.benson5@gmail.com
mailto:Lschris68@msn.com
mailto:wayham913@gmail.com
mailto:Janie.deptula@gmail.com
mailto:charlespaul293@gmail.com
mailto:Bernieandnancy1@comcast.net
mailto:wgriffin@mcleague.org
mailto:chiefk@comcast.net
mailto:Lschris68@msn.com
mailto:brucejkatz@gmail.com
mailto:Lschris68@msn.com
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New England Division Contact Information 

2023 — 2024 

Div. Marine 4 Life/ VSO/ Public Relations OPEN  

   

   

Div. MODD Liaison Cherie Monnell Milford, NH 03055 

marineamazon@comcast.net c-207-752-0025 Dept. of NH Gormley Det. 823 

   

Div. Auxiliary Liaison OPEN  

   

   

Div. Web Sergeant  Brian Brooks   
Jr_PastCommandant@mcldeptofmassachusetts.org 413-768-0316  

   

Div. Youth Physical Fitness Liaison  OPEN  

   

   

Dept of CT Pat McMahon Comdt.  

ptm78usmc@sbcglobal.net 860-887-5640  
   

Dept of MA Jon Zwirblia Comdt.  

commandant@mcldeptofmassachusetts.org   

   

Dept of ME Charles Paul Comdt.  

charlespaul293@gmail.com 207-393-7667  

   

Dept of NH Cherie Monnell Comdt.  

42marineamazon@comcast.net 207-752-0025  
   

Dept of RI Joe Afonso Comdt. 

bucciatwood@rimcl.org 401-545-9010  
   

Dept of VT Bob Mayers Comdt.  

mayersra1@outlook.com   802-626-8058    

   

        From The Editor 
If I call you “Brother”, 

you have gained my re-

spect. 
Recently we all lost a Brother, a Ma-

rine who rested on the highest of 

Laurels but referred to himself the 

simplest of terms “ Court Jester”. Lar-

ry loved be a Marine and he loved 

being a League member even more. 

He embraced his ability to stand before us 

and make us all laugh,  something we do far 

too little of. And as much as we will all miss 

Larry, he was not the only one of us with tal-

ent. We all do something well. We are all Ma-

rines and we do that well, but we do more or 

at least we used to before vaccines and lock-

downs brought us to a stand still, and some 

of us are still trying to keep things moving but 

what everyone needs is support. Over the 

past year I have been to and enjoyed several 

events and quite a few of them were free. 

Last Summer Rhode Island hosted a family 

fun day 5$ per person 20$ per carload, food, 

magic show, the biggest bouncy I have ever 

seen, good but limited attendance. Paul C. 

Houghton Picnic FREE, light attendance, who 

doesn’t like to eat? The New England Divi-

sion Christmas Party FREE, we were pulling 

people in from the streets. If you want to go 

somewhere I will give you a ride if you need it 

and if my car is full I will ask someone else to 

help. All of the laughs, fun, acting stupid and 

the comradery are all still there take ad-

vantage of it because life has an expiration 

date. There is not anyone here I would not 

help if they asked. I am not the same person I 

was when I joined the league. I have had 

many mentors who counseled and directed 

me, some painful some not, in my years hear 

and I hope they made me better. Because 

when I spoke of talents one of mine was be-

ing an ass at times. So going forward em-

bracing a little of my past shortcomings and 

keeping in mind that you are my Brothers and 

Sisters, in the kindest way I can ask you, 

“Could you please get off your ass and get 

back in the game?” Suttle hints didn’t work so 

let me be direct. I’m Tired I need help.  
                                     Walt Benson 

mailto:marineamazon@comcast.net
mailto:Jr_PastCommandant@deptofmassachusetts.org
mailto:ptm78usmc@sbcglobal.net
mailto:commandant@mcldeptofmassachusetts.org
mailto:charlespaul293@gmail.com
mailto:42marineamazon@comcast.net
mailto:bucciatwood@rimcl.org
mailto:mayersra1@outlook.com
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20th SgtMaj of the Marine Corps,  
SgtMaj Carlos Ruiz 

 The SgtMaj of the Marine Corps met with 
league members, Marines and Marine Veterans 
at Bristol Community College in Fall River, Mas-

sachusetts. The purpose for the visit was to 
show support and appreciation for the MCL, dis-

cuss the sta-
tus of the 
Corps and 

field questions 
from the at-

tendees.  Lis-
tening to his 
answers and 
ideas, inform-
ing everyone 
from poolees 
to Active Duty 
Marines to re-
tirees about 
the Marine 

Corps League 
is something 
he is in favor 

of making 
happen. The benefits for all is obvious. For the 

League there is a supply of new members, 
young members and as an organization the 

league needs this. We need energy, new ideas 
and Marines that will carry us through the next 

hundred years. 
 From the Marine Corps side, there is an 
organization made up of Marines whose mission 
is to serve Marines. When your time on active 
duty comes to an end, what do you do? What do 
you want to do? What can I do? When I got out I 
asked all of these questions and I didn’t have 
any answers. I never heard of the Marine Corps 
League. The only organization I heard of was 
the VFW, and I didn’t fight in no foreign war. I 
didn’t find the Marine corps League for forty one 
years. The meeting was productive and a 
chance to engage at this level was outstanding. 
 Thank you SgtMaj for your visit to the 
New England area! 
 
Semper Fidelis 

Sgtmaj carlos ruiz 

in new england 

SgtMaj Ruiz presented with a swagger stick from 

New England Division NVC Patrick Maguire with Na-

tional Commandant Warren Griffin looking on. 

NVC Patrick Maguire, SMMC SgtMaj Ruiz and Nor-
folk County Commandant Bill Maguire.  
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  The SgtMaj stayed on after the presentation to be 
presented a citation from the Massachusetts Legislature. 
He was also presented with a sampling of something from 
each of the six New England States and a swagger stick. 
He was also generous enough to make himself available 
for idea exchanges, introductions, and photo ops. I only 
hope the SgtMaj left knowing that the Marine Corps 
League and its members are very eager to embark on a 
successful mission together. 

Sgtmaj carlos ruiz 

Marine Corps League National Commandant War-

ren Griffin, 2 Members of the MA. Legislature pre-

sent SgtMaj Ruiz with a Citation 

SgtMaj Ruiz, 

shaking 

hands, pos-

ing for Pho-

tos, and sign-

ing memora-

bilia for those 

who attend-

ed. Produc-

tive, Great 

stories, and 

some good 

laughs.  
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  Forging ahead! 

Greetings fellow CT MCLeaguers. I am 

hopeful that this newsletter finds you 

and yours well. I am also hopeful that 

everyone was able to enjoy whichever of 

the recent holidays you celebrate. As I 

sit and reflect writing this, I realize that I 

am coming to the sunset of my term as 

your Commandant. We still have much 

to do though, but I find moments of re-

flection cathartic. 

 As New Englanders, we are used 

to somewhat harsh winters, but this cur-

rent one is just Bizzarro world. Rain 

when it should snow, snow when it 

should rain. Artic temperatures, followed 

by Spring like temperatures, followed by 

artic temperatures. I am hopeful that 

none of you nor your loved ones were 

adversely impacted by the extreme cold 

and the flooding rains. I am also hopeful 

that at the detachment level, buddy 

checks are conducted on a regular ba-

sis. 

 We do have some significant 

events coming up. 23FEB is the 79 th 

anniversary of the flag 

raising atop Mt Suribachi. We have the 

National Mid-Winter conference in VA 22

-24FEB and of course our annual Quad 

State/Division convention in Nashua, NH 

19-21APR. 

 For our detachment commandants, 

please remember to send in your most 

recent ROI’s to our Department Adjutant, 

PCDD Fisk {the49thcdd@hotmail.com }.  

For our detachment paymasters, please 

ensure that your State of CT and IRS re-

ports are up to 

date. 

 In closing, please remember that 

as MCL members we have a responsibil-

ity to each other as well as to our com-

munities. I can’t wait to hear all the 

TFT’s success stories at our 

upcoming business meeting. 

Semper Fi 

Patrick T. McMahon 

Commandant  

Department of Connecticut 

Marine Corps League 
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Brass city Toys 4 tots 

Jim Lauber With Randy and Rick Marinaro yesterday. Thank you for your support and the toy dona-

tions to the Brass City Memorial Detachment of the Marine Corps League Toy 4 Tots Campaign.  

A balmy 30 degrees collecting toys at LaBonne’s in Pro-

spect. Skip, Dom, Matty, Bob., and Jim. 

Jim Lauber Bracing the Cold to collect toys at La-

Bonne’s Market 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/189172514703/user/100010193209309/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVplMUc7iMP3iBlCIO9MeGdxGCFKnlGrvH2tkfYE0H80R78vznySYagSiixW2rg3PRO-T4HdHi0Zcn27oLjduNmI3t6_oh4otiFNwa96sR4Q6KrsZCMWwU_AsagGoFHi852s-tNEvmfS9eJ_e-99Vardl3ojWK8Tuzb5f3OKBBW5uRs2
https://www.facebook.com/groups/189172514703/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVplMUc7iMP3iBlCIO9MeGdxGCFKnlGrvH2tkfYE0H80R78vznySYagSiixW2rg3PRO-T4HdHi0Zcn27oLjduNmI3t6_oh4otiFNwa96sR4Q6KrsZCMWwU_AsagGoFHi852s-tNEvmfS9eJ_e-99Vardl3ojWK8Tuzb5f3OKBBW5uRs2YC3kRus3S4IXboCaOaVzu
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Thank you to the Brass City Memorial Marine Corp. League and LaBonne's Market  
for another successful year of Toys for Tots!  

Antonio Pina, Jim Lauber, and Bob delivering 

toys to the Waterbury Youth Services, provid-

ing many smiles for Waterbury Kids. 
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 The first thing you want to consider is the title 

“The Department” What is your overall contribution to 

the Department? Do you go to the Department Meet-

ings? Do you serve on a committee or hold a post in 

the Department?  

 Then ask yourself what does it mean to be the 

Marine of the year or Associate of the year. To me it 

means that in the eyes of your peers you have proven 

yourself to excel in what you do. By your actions and 

your deeds you have exemplified what it means to be 

a Marine. Now it is difficult to say that since I do hold 

a Marine of The Year title and I do not see myself in 

that light. I get up every day and try a little bit harder 

to be better at what I do. I am no better than those on 

my right or on my left but I get up every day and try to 

do a little bit better. I try to personify what a Marine is, 

by improvising, adapting and overcoming. I never say 

I can’t, I always get back up and reject failure every 

day.  

 I do this because I want to serve and I will 

continue to do this in any way I can. The position you 

take up doesn’t matter, why you are here and why 

you are doing this do. Some people take on positions 

in which they seek glory or praise. The real leaders 

take on positions and volunteer to make a difference. 

Your value as a leader is your ability to influence oth-

ers. As a leader we seek to elevate those around us 

to rise as we rise, and by doing so we make a more 

positive and stronger team. There are three types of 

leaders. The first type is the person who is a fill in and 

is holding the job until they can find someone else. 

The second type is the goal orientated leader, they 

chase the number one position because gaining that 

glory is all important to them. The third type of leader 

is the best overall leader who seeks to elevate their 

entire team to their level. To train them, teach them 

and motivate them until they are able to be on the 

same level as you are and can assume your position 

without hesitation. That is what we should all aspire 

to.   

 When you take on a leadership position your 

ultimate goal should be to get people to follow your 

lead. Then take that lead and make it your own. 

Then use it to lead others to follow you. Then it will 

be you that wakes each morning with a goal to just 

be a little bit better. To be a little bit wiser and a per-

son that takes on a mission each day, that never 

quits, always gets up, and becomes the best ver-

sion of themselves that they can be. Things change 

and become better one day at a time, one idea at a 

time, one project and one person at a time until you 

meet success. 

 One of my favorite quotes is from Marianne 

Williamson, What is your deepest fear? “Our deep-

est fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest 

fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. It is 

our light, not our darkness that most frightens us. 

We ask ourselves, 'Who am I to be brilliant, gor-

geous, talented, fabulous?' Actually, who are you 

not to be? You are a child of God. Your playing 

small does not serve the world. There is nothing 

enlightened about shrinking so that other people 

won't feel insecure around you. We are all meant to 

shine, as children do. We were born to make mani-

fest the glory of God that is within us. It's not just in 

some of us; it's in everyone. And as we let our own 

light shine, we unconsciously give other people per-

mission to do the same. As we are liberated from 

our own fear, our presence automatically liberates 

others.” 

 So tomorrow when your feet hit the ground 

decide to be a little bit better, a little bit smarter, 

then take that first big step to start in a job that will 

enable you to change lives for the better one tiny 

step at a time and as people discover how you 

shine your accolades will follow. 

                                             Walt Benson 

How do I become a department 

marine of the year or Associate member of the year 
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 VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL REPLICA WALL AND MOBILE EDUCATION CENTER ARRIVES IN MAN-
CHESTER CT IN SEPTEMBER 2024! The 53-foot trailer carrying the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall arrives on Sep-
tember 17 th led by a motorcycle escort. The construction of the Wall will be on the 18 th , and the opening ceremony 
on the 19 th of September. Committee member for the Vietnam Memorial Wall’s visit, Peter DePaola from MCL Det 40, 
will be looking for volunteer sentries throughout the Wall&#39;s visit, which will require a couple hundred volunteers to 
meet mission since it is 24/7 sentry duty helping guests find their Vietnam War veteran in the database and/or guiding 
them along the actual wall. Most of the sentry duties are sit-down positions. The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund’s 
staff will provide the tours during daylight hours with security being provided by the Manchester Police Dept. Peter is 
looking for individuals or groups to volunteer for several 4-hour sentry shifts from the afternoon of September 18 th to 
the afternoon of September 22 nd . Also, if anyone is interested in joining the motorcycle escort detail, please let him 
know. You may contact Peter DePaola at 860-478-6802 or email pdepaolasr@gmail.com. 
 
 About The Wall replica:  The three-quarter scale Wall replica is 375 feet in length and stands 7.5 feet high at its 
tallest point. With the replica at this size, visitors are able to experience The Wall rising above them as they walk to-
wards the apex, a key feature of the design of The Wall in D.C. Like the original Memorial, The Wall That Heals is 
erected in a chevron-
shape and visitors are 
able to do name rub-
bings of indi- vidual service 
member’s names on 
The Wall. The names 
are listed in order of date 
of casualty and alphabet-
ically on each day. 
Beginning at the center/
apex, the names start 
on the East Wall (right-
hand side) working their 
way out to the end of 
that wing, picking up 
again at the far end of the 
West Wall (left-hand 
side) and working their 
way back in to the center/
apex. The first and last 
casualties are side by 
side at the apex of the 
Memorial. The replica 
has 144 indi- vidual panels 
supported by an aluminum 
frame. Modern LED lighting from the top of The Wall provides a unique experience for nighttime visitors unlike even 
The Memorial in Washington D.C. 

 About the mobile Education Center: The 53-foot-trailer that carries the exhibit opens with exhibits built into its 
sides, allowing it to serve as a mobile Education Center telling the story of the Vietnam War, The Wall, and the divisive 
era in American history. The mobile Education Center exhibit includes: digital photo displays of “Hometown Heroes”– 
service members whose names are on The Wall that list their home of record within the area of a visit; digital photo dis-
plays of Vietnam veterans from the local area honored through VVMF’s “In Memory” program which honors veterans 
who returned home from Vietnam and later died; video displays that teach about the history and impact of The Wall; 
educational exhibits told through items representative of those left at The Wall in D.C.; a replica of the “In Memory” 
plaque; a map of Vietnam and a chronological overview of the Vietnam War. The exhibits tell the story of the Vietnam 
War, The Wall and the era surrounding the conflict, and are designed to put American experiences in Vietnam in a his-
torical and cultural context. About the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund (VVMF) 
is the nonprofit organization that founded the Vietnam Veterans Memorial (The Wall) in Washington, D.C. in 1982. 
VVMF continues to lead the way in paying tribute to our nation’s Vietnam veterans and their families. VVMF’s mission is 
to honor and preserve the legacy of service in America and educate all generations about the impact of the Vietnam 
War and era. To learn more about VVMF and The Wall That Heals, visit www.vvmf.org. 

The wall that heals 
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maine 

Central Maine Det. 810/Wreaths Across America wreath laying ceremony at the 

Mount Vernon Veterans Memorial  Maine Cemetery in Augusta Maine.  



14 

 

 
 

maine 

Central Maine Det 810 had a wonderful year for Toys for Tots. Enclosed are a couple 

of pictures to show how generous the community was to our Toys for Tots program. 
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maine 

Central Maine Det 810 had a wonderful year for Toys for Tots. Enclosed are a couple 

of pictures to show how generous the community was to our Toys for Tots program. 
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maine 

 

Upcoming CALENDAR 

 

DETACHMENT MEETINGS FOR 2024 – All Detachment meeting start at 1800 hours/6pm –Filed 

with Lewiston Armory 

Meetings for 2024 

 

January 25, 2024 February 29, 2024 March 28, 2024 

April 25, 2024 May 30, 2024 June 27, 2024 

July 25, 2024 August 29, 2024 September 26, 2024 

October 31, 2024 November 21, 2024 December 19, 2024 

 

DEPARTMENT MEETINGS – All Department Growls &amp; Meeting - Growls start at 1100 hours 

1200 hours lunch – Meetings 1300 hours 

Feb 10, 2024 Brewer, ME Hosted by Greater Bangor Det. 1151 

Apr 6, 2024 Auburn, ME Hosted by Central ME Det. 810 

Lobster Pound 119 Growls 

4/14/24 Portland 

Moose Pound 255 

1/13/24 Brewer 

3/9/24 TBA 

New England Conference &amp; Quad State Convention April 19 – 21 Sheraton Nashua – 11 Tara 

Blvd, Nashua, NH – 603-888-9970 Contact Commandant Charlie Paul for more info 

 

Marine Corps League National Convention – August 12, 2024 – August 16, 2024, Westin Rancho 

Mirage Golf Resort &amp; Spa 7133 Dinah Shore Dr, Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 – 888-627-7086 

Contact Commandant Charlie Paul for more info 
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the Boston Bruins Alumni on April 13 th and we 

will be there to support and recruit from the fans 

that attend. 

The third event is the Hero’s Cup 

June 7 th to June 10 th. This 

event features 75 teams consist-

ing of Veterans, Fire, EMS and 

Police. What a great event to go 

watch and recruit at! We will 

hopefully be doing a burger burn 

at the event for the players play-

ing in the tournament 

 The Department Conven-

tion this year is back in Stur-

bridge May 30 th to June 2 nd to 

help reduce the cost for our Ma-

rines as they have very reasonable room rates 

for that time of year. Online Registration for the 

Convention will be available March 1 st on the 

Department of Massachusetts Website. 

 The Department Commandant and Sen-

ior Vice are attending the Mid-Winter Confer-

ence and will represent the Department and 

bring back all the information to pass down to 

Marines in Massachusetts. 

Massachusetts  

 Bank ESB was honored to receive a certifi-

cate of appreciation from the Westfield River Valley 

Detachment 141 of The United States Marine Corps 

League for participating in their inaugural golf tourna-

ment this past summer!  In addition to providing vari-

ous support services to active, reserve, retired, and 

veteran Marines, the Marine Corps League is a non-

profit organization dedicated to philanthropy within 

the communities of Hampshire and Hampden coun-

ties. We would like to express our gratitude to this 

incredible organization for the meaningful work they 

do every day and look forward to showing our contin-

ued support!  

 The Department of Massachusetts is 

working diligently to recruit new members. We 

have three huge recruiting 

events this year scheduled. 

 The first event is a recruit-

ing booth at the Worcester Rail-

ers Military Appreciation Night 

on March 30th. The Department 

will be presenting the colors for 

the game, as well as recruiting in 

the concourse. We plan to turn 

this night into a fraternalism 

night as well and have our Ma-

rines and there family members 

join us to watch the game. 

 The Second event is that 

the Department is supporting a local Veterans 

Organization called Rucks 2 Pucks. Rucks 2 

Pucks is a non-profit 501c3 charity where their 

mission is to help veterans and their families by 

promoting an active lifestyle through hockey. 

They promote the lifestyle to provide a sense of 

community and camaraderie, something veter-

ans often lose once leaving the service. That is 

a key component in fighting veteran suicide and 

reducing the 22 a day. They are playing against 

Pictured (left to right):  Cara Crochier, VP marketing Daniel Bishop, Commandant Natalie Didonna, AVP 

branch officer Joseph Delaney, Paymaster Joseph Williams, VP commercial lending Tim Czerniejewski, 

AVP commercial lending  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/marine-corps-league?trk=public_post-text
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Massachusetts  
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SAVE this date 19 April 2024 to 21 April 2024  

 

QUAD STATE CONVENTION & NEW ENGLAND DIVISION CONFERENCE 2024! 

  

All information may be located on the DNHMCL web-

site:  www.NHMarines.org .  From that page it will open to all docu-

ments. DNHMCL is also using Eventbrite for those who would like to 

pay online. As always the ability to pay by check is available. 

  

Questions may be made by email or phone call to Cherie Monnell; 

marineamazon@comcast.net ; 207-752-0025 

  

New information will be updated on website as it come available.  All 

New England Division Department Commandants will receive the same 

info in emails to be shared with their detachments and all members. 

  

Semper Fidelis 

Cherie Monnell 

DNHMCL Commandant 

marineamazon@comcast.net 

207-752-0025 

Quad state 2024 

http://www.NHMarines.org
mailto:marineamazon@comcast.net
mailto:marineamazon@comcast.net
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Quad state 2024 
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Quad state 2024 
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Quad state 2024 
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Scratching's from the dogs 

From the national dog robber 
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2024 division adult volunteers of the year 
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Brass city Graduates a new class of marines 

Pfc Bogue-gee Honor Graduate accepting congratulations and a Chal-

lenge Coin from Department Commandant Pat McMahan of the Marine 

Corp League. Unit Commander Patricia Croswell and Exec John Lavin 

look on. 

Jim Lauber Brass City Detachment,  Department Commandant Pat McMahan, Skip Hamel Brass City Detachment, Walt 

Benson Brass City Detachment  & New England Division Adjutant 
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Brass city Selects young marine of the year 

 Brass City Young Marines are pleased to an-
nounce our Unit Young Marine of the year Young Ma-
rine Gunnery Sergeant Katheryn Gallucci. Gallucci 
has been active in the program for 8 years. She has 
proven herself as a outstanding Young Marine this 
past year by taking over as Senior Young Marine and 
leading the unit while training 3 new recruit classes. 
She is currently looking at colleges that include either 
a mortuary science program or a ROTC program.  
 Young Marine Gunnery Sergeant Gallucci was 
also awarded the Regimental Young Marine of the 
year for Southern New England Regiment 
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2024 Mid winter National Conference  
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 https://www.biegafuneralhome.com/obituary/lawrence-

herrmann. 

 It is with deep sadness that we bid farewell to Larry 

Herrmann. The link above will take you to his bio of all the accom-

plishments and accolades of his 

life but here today I would like us 

to look at the Marine we all knew 

and loved. Of all the accomplish-

ments Larry attained in his life the 

one he most cherished was the 

Title of Court Jester. Larry loved 

to tell jokes and make people 

laugh. If Larry came to a meeting 

or Growl he would always ask for 

time to tell a joke or two. They 

were some great jokes too. The 

one that comes to mind, he told a 

few times and it got laughs each 

time. 

 Back in the time of the 

Samurai there was a powerful 

emperor who needed a new head 

Samurai so he sent out a decla-

ration throughout the country that 

he was searching for one. A year 

passed and only 3 people 

showed up. The emperor asked the first Samurai to come in and 

demonstrate why he should be head Samurai. The first Samurai 

opened a match box and out pops a little fly. Whoosh goes his 

sword and the fly drops dead on the ground in 2 pieces. The em-

peror exclaimed, "That is very impressive!" The emperor then 

asked the second Samurai to come in and demonstrate. The sec-

ond Samurai also opened a match box and out pops a fly. 

Whoosh whoosh goes his sword. The fly drops dead on the 

ground in 4 pieces. The emperor exclaimed, "That is really very 

impressive!" The emperor then had the third Samurai demon-

strate why he should be the head Samurai. The third Samurai 

also opened a match box and out pops a fly. His flashing sword 

goes whoooooooossshhh whoooooooossshhh whoooooooos-

sshhh whoooooooossshhh whoooooooossshhh. A gust of wind 

fills the room, but the fly is still alive and buzzing around. The 

emperor, obviously disappointed, asks, "After all of that, why is 

the fly not dead?" The third Samurai smiled, "If you look closely, 

you'll see that the fly has been circumcised! 

 Larry had a joke for every occasion but there was so 

much more that he shared with us. He initiated many a pup into 

the MODD, and also presided over the ceremony that would raise 

them to Devil Dogs. He loved attending the Local Conventions 

and Quad State, as well as the National Conventions. He was in 

attendance at the Birthday Balls and Award ceremonies. There 

are many of us that received an award from the Four Chaplains 

because of Larry promoting us and nominating us for the honor. 

He was an advocate for all Marines and all Veterans as well. He 

gave his time freely and he was dedicated to seeing that all veter-

ans received what they were due. If a dispute broke out he was 

quick to put you in your place, reminding you that you were all 

Marines. There are several people I have met in the League from 

whom I have learned a lot and Larry is one of them. If I had to 

point it out I would say he taught me to get over myself. Because 

of him there are many thing I would do differently today. 

 He was also very instrumental in nominating and getting 

people inducted into the Connect-

icut Veterans Hall Of Fame. 

When you read his bio there are 

many things he accomplished but 

those accolades are for a pub-

lished obituary. The man we 

knew and shared so many mo-

ments with and called Brother 

wanted to do all of these things 

with the Marines and Veterans he 

loved. Maybe it should be our 

goal as well, to be more the Court 

Jester and remember we serve 

the mission to help other Marines 

and Veterans. I used the picture 

here of Larry doing what he loved 

to do with those who were proud 

to call him Brother.  I wrote this a 

few years ago when my brother 

died, it seems to fit and he won’t 

mind. 

 

My Brother  

My brother did depart this day,  

His soul was freed and flew away.  

High beyond the stars and moon,  

To make his home in Brigadoon.  

 

He's free of pain and troubles too,  

Some may say he is better too.  

But all of us will miss his boyish charm,  

His laugh and smile and spin of yarn  

 

Life of the party and friend to all,  

Could turn a boring time to fun for all.  

I miss you brother here and now,  

You leave a void inside me now.  

 

I know not what the future will bring,  

Hope for a heaven seems very thin.  

I hope I can find you in time and space,  

Until then I’ll remember you each and every day.  

 

Walt Benson 
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Hampton - George Ross McCreary, of Hampton, passed away 

peacefully on Saturday, December 23, 2023, at Partridge 

House in Hampton, with his wife, Beibei, by his side. He was 

85 years old. Born on February 02, 1938, in West Grove, PA, 

George was the son of the late George and Leta (Muckle) 

 

 McCreary. Raised and educated in Indiana, PA, 

George attended Indiana Area High School and graduated in 

1957. As a young man, George loved competing in sports. He 

was the fastest kid in school and excelled at track and field, as 

a wrestler, and on the football field. After High School, George 

went on to serve in the United States Marine Corps for 6 

years. He worked very hard for many years as Director of 

Sourcing in international imports. Working overseas in Asia, 

George traveled from country to country making many fast 

friends among the native people. While George loved to trav-

el, he also loved spending time at home tending to the garden 

or cooking. His greatest joy in life was his family. He was very 

proud of his children and always supported them as much as 

he could. George is survived by his wife Beibei McCreary, of 

Hampton, and his children, Lorelei Davis and her husband 

Spiro of Exeter, John McCreary of Seabrook, and Tiffany 

McCreary of Hampton. His siblings, Charlie McCreary and his 

wife Diane of Florida, William McCreary and his wife Bonnie of 

Wisconsin, and Dan McCreary and his wife Wanda of Wiscon-

sin. He is also survived by his little sweetheart and cheerlead-

er, his granddaughter Anastasia. 

 In addition to his parents, George is predeceased by 

his son William “Bill” McCreary and his first wife, Jeannine 

McCreary. During his illness, God showed his love for George 

several times when he was going through that difficult time. 

George’s brothers, William and Charlie would often share the 

gospel with him. As the entire family kept George in their daily 

prayers, George accepted Jesus Christ as his savior and was 

often found reading the bible by himself with a soft and warm 

heart until the end. “Great is our Lord, and of great power: His 

understanding is infinite.”-Psalm147:5 Family and friends will 

gather to honor and remember George for a period of visita-

tion on Tuesday, January 2, 2023, from 10:00 a.m. until 11:00 

a.m. in the Remick and Gendron Funeral Home, 811 Lafa-

yette Rd. Hampton. A funeral service will take place immedi-

ately following the visitation in the funeral home at 11:00 a.m. 

George will be laid to rest with military honors following the 

service at 12:00 p.m. at High Street Cemetery, 140 High 

Street, Hampton. In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation 

in George’s memory to your local child education support or-

ganization. 

Obituary for George Ross McCreary 

20 Dec 2023:  George’s Special breakfast.  Pictured from left to right (front row) JPC Bob Niver, Chap George Lombar-
di, George, Marine Jim Ambrose; back row, 1stSgt (Ret) Earl Case, JA Brad Howe, Marine Dennis Pomper, LtCol Matt 
Hobert, MSgt (Ret) and Paymaster George Dow, LtCol (Ret) and Adj Geoff Corson, SVC Ray Maher, Cmdt Dick Lak. 
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 Harold J. (Hank) Page Jr, 89, passed 
away peacefully on Wednesday, January 10, 
2024, at his longtime home in Dover. He was 
surrounded by his loving family. 
Born on September 23, 1934, in Rollinsford, NH, 
Harold was the son of the late Harold Sr. and Al-
ma (Labrecque) Page. Follow-
ing graduation from Dover High 
School, class of 1952, Hank 
went on to serve honorably in 
the US Marines from 1952 – 
1960, 2 years active duty serv-
ing on the USS Wright during 
the Korean War. 
 After leaving the Ma-
rines, Harold and Beatrice met 
and were married on May 18, 
1957. Children soon followed 
with Anne Marie being born in 
1958 and Donna 11 months 
later in 1959. Son, Paul was 
born in 1960 and youngest 
daughter, Joanie in 1963. Noth-
ing was more important to 
Hank than his family. He and 
Bea worked hard to provide for 
them and had long careers at their employers to 
ensure this. Hank worked for the Public Service 
Company of New Hampshire for over 35 years. 
The Page household was a great place to grow 
because of the dedication to family and love from 
Hank and Bea. 
After retiring, Hank enjoyed Church activities and 
daily mass and prayer, volunteer work, horse-
back riding, going out to breakfast with and with-
out Bea, all while continuing to provide love and 
support to his children and their children. Hank 
had a great love for his country and the values 
from the Marine Corps never left him. After 9/11, 
Hank joined the Marine Corps League and be-
came a Pease Greeter to serve his country by 
supporting our troops as they deployed for and 
returned from duty. Hank and some of his col-
leagues were recognized for their efforts in the 
spring of 2008 with an invitation to the White 
House to meet with President George W. Bush, 
who thanked them for their continuing service 
and support. This was one of the highlights of his 
life. 

 Hank will be remembered for his warm 
greetings to friends and family alike (always a 
smile and happy to see you) and always parting 
with a joke or something to make you laugh. 
Time and various illness caught up with Hank in 
his late 80's, but they never caught up to his spir-

it, his love of his family and of 
his country. It was a life well 
lived. He will be missed. We 
encourage all his family and 
friends to honor his memory 
with a smile, a warm greeting 
and laughter to the friends and 
family in your lives as you see 
them. 
Harold is preceded in death by 
his parents, Harold Sr. Page 
and Alma (Lebrecque) Page. 
Left to cherish his memory is 
his loving wife of 66 years, Be-
atrice Page; children, Anne 
Marie Ramos and her partner 
Greg Barnes of Sanford ME, 
Donna Chouinard and her part-
ner Jim Berry of Dover NH, 
Paul Page and his fiancé Paula 

Kimball of Enfield NH, Joan Seawards and her 
husband Rich of Rollinsford, NH; 10 grandchil-
dren, and 9 great-grandchildren. 
Visitation for Hank will be on Monday, January 
22, 2023 from 4 PM – 6 PM at Tasker Funeral 
Home, 621 Central Ave, Dover, NH. A Mass of 
Christian Burial will follow on Tuesday, January 
23 at 10:30 AM at St. Mary Church – Rollinsford, 
411 Church St, Rollinsford, NH 03869. A private 
burial will be at New Town Cemetery in the 
Spring. 
 To leave an online condolence for the 
family, please vis-
it: www.taskerfuneralservice.com. 

https://www.taskerfuneralservice.com/obituaries/
Harold-Hank-Joseph-Page?obId=30361128 

Condolence cards can be sent to: 
1 Vallee St. Dover, NH 03820-2303 

Harold J. "Hank" Page Sep 23, 1934 - Jan 10, 2024 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=5556954&msgid=24029&act=0298&c=1911633&pid=382464&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0018XweZFuBdqyQJqvquAeb8ob2_gHL-zcICsS8CrpNU6C0IJVXtOPKiByWwy4NBeHJrHPGmYf3IEdhdvbtxDPmFq1hx-ssTpkDUGZZ7VELjTK9O1
https://www.taskerfuneralservice.com/obituaries/Harold-Hank-Joseph-Page?obId=30361128
https://www.taskerfuneralservice.com/obituaries/Harold-Hank-Joseph-Page?obId=30361128


32 

 

Portsmouth – MSgt Robert K. Kuhn, USMC 
Ret., age 96, passed away on Thursday, Janu-
ary 11, 2024 at the Portsmouth Regional Hos-
pital.  
Robert was born 
on February 1, 
1927. He was the 
son of Arthur and 
Mildred Kuhn of 
Sheakleyville, PA. 
He was a military 
veteran of WWII, 
Korea and Vi-
etnam. Robert re-
tired with honor 
from the US Ma-
rine Corps on Au-
gust 31, 1966 after 
20 years of ser-
vice.  
Upon his retire-
ment from the Ma-
rine Corps he 
moved his family 
to Portsmouth 
New Hampshire. 
He then began a 
civil servant career 
at the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard in 
Kittery Maine, 
where he served 
as Chief of Police 
and in Naval Secu-
rity. Retiring from 
the Navy Yard on June 1, 1989 allowed Robert 
and his wife Joan to move to the Villages in 
Florida during October of that year.  
With Joan predeceasing him (April, 2002), 
Robert is survived by his son Gary Kuhn (NH), 
and his daughters Debra Scott (NH), Diana 
Shouse (NH) and Michelle Kuhn (MA). In addi-
tion Robert’s 8 grandchildren and 8 great 
grandchildren will mourn his loss. 
 In 2005 Robert remarried Jane Stuart, of Bri-
dlington England who proceeded him in death 
on May 12, 2020. Robert’s ashes will be placed 

at the NH State Veterans Cemetery in Bos-
cawen NH, and will be forever accompanied 
there with his first wife Joan. 
 Robert was a life member of the Seacoast De-

tachment Marine 
Corps League, 
Kittery Maine, and 
also a member of 
the military retire-
ment family group 
in the Villages. 
Semper Fi. 
 Services: A time 
of visitation will be 
held from 4:00 to 
6:00 PM on Mon-
day, January 15th 
2024 with a funer-
al to immediately 
following at 6:00 
PM at J. Verne 
Wood Funeral 
Home - Buckmin-
ster Chapel, 84 
Broad St. Ports-
mouth. Interment 
with full military 
honors will be held 
at 11:00 AM on 
Wednesday Janu-
ary 17th at the 
New Hampshire 
State Veterans 
Cemetery in Bos-
cawen NH. All at-

tending the interment must meet at the admin-
istration building no later than 10:50 AM. In lieu 
of flowers, memorial contributions may be 
made to: Semper Fi Fund, https://
thefund.org/donate/. 

https://www.jvwoodfuneralhome.com/

obituaries/MSgt-Robert-K-Kuhn-USMC-

Retired?obId=30364919 

MSgt Robert K. Kuhn Feb. 1, 1927—Jan. 11, 2024 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=5556954&msgid=25443&act=0298&c=1911633&pid=385008&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fthefund.org%2Fdonate%2F&cf=6575&v=b01a40bbadf2fe05c3bdf466a18f9c447a660090c2c09701aaa0971da8378dfe
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=5556954&msgid=25443&act=0298&c=1911633&pid=385008&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fthefund.org%2Fdonate%2F&cf=6575&v=b01a40bbadf2fe05c3bdf466a18f9c447a660090c2c09701aaa0971da8378dfe
https://www.jvwoodfuneralhome.com/obituaries/MSgt-Robert-K-Kuhn-USMC-Retired?obId=30364919
https://www.jvwoodfuneralhome.com/obituaries/MSgt-Robert-K-Kuhn-USMC-Retired?obId=30364919
https://www.jvwoodfuneralhome.com/obituaries/MSgt-Robert-K-Kuhn-USMC-Retired?obId=30364919
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 This years Division Christmas Party was 

held at Bally’s Twin River Hotel, and Casino, in 

Lincoln 

Rhode Is-

land. And 

what would 

a Christmas 

party be 

without an 

Ugly sweat-

er contest. 

Although 

there were 

many ugly 

sweaters, I 

do feel our 

National 

Judge Ad-

vocate who 

truly em-

braced the party Atmosphere was robbed. He 

seems to be doing a Vulcan mind meld with  our 

Chief of 

Staff, 

Joe 

Afonso. 

Since 

my 

Friend 

and 

buddy 

Larry 

could 

not at-

tend I 

brought 

him 

along 

as part 

of my 

ugly 

sweater by attaching his photo to my sweater. 

Since I included this picture of me I don’t want 

to hear I shouldn't have used this picture. 

The division Christmas party 
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The division Christmas party 
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Humor Around The Division 
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Connect to resources and opportunities: 

Whether you're just starting the transition pro-

cess, or you've already made the move to civilian 

life, the Marine 

for Life Network 

is here to help 

you grow your 

professional net-

work and provide 

the support and 

guidance you 

need to succeed 

beyond the mili-

tary.    

Strengthen your professional relationships 

and expand your network.: Networking is cru-

cial in today's professional world. The Marine for 

Life Network facilitates your networking capabili-

ties through two lines of effort: virtual and face-to

-face communication. 

Virtual: Join the Marine for Life Network's grow-

ing community of Marines, Veterans, and military 

community members on LinkedIn. This premier 

professional networking site is an excellent re-

source for accessing career tools, staying con-

nected with peers, and developing your profes-

sional brand. To connect, start by setting up a 

profile and joining a Marine for Life regional net-

Marine for life 

work group.    

Face-to-Face: More than 70 Marine for Life 

Representatives serves our program as 

hometown links. 

These represent-

atives create a 

bridge between 

the military and 

civilian communi-

ties across the 

nation, connect-

ing you to military

-friendly job op-

portunities, career resources, and networking 

events. Your local representative will help you 

build relationships and explore employment, ed-

ucation, and community resources in your cur-

rent area or the area where you plan to move.  

Military Spouses too!   The Marine for Life Net-

work is committed to helping military spouses 

build relationships and connections that can ben-

efit them in both their personal and professional 

lives. By leveraging the power of the Marine for 

Life Network, military spouses can tap into a wid-

er network of employers, academic institutions, 

entrepreneurship resources, and more!    

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/marine-for-life-network/
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As a member of the Marine Corps Association, you will be well-

connected with the Corps with MCA’s membership benefits: 
Resources: 

Leatherneck – Magazine of the Marines and The Marine Corps Gazette are our monthly flagship publications 

that feature valuable information from the Corps. Members can select print and/or digital issues and can ac-

cess more than one hundred years of issues of both magazines online for free. Non-members do not have 

access to our Magazine archives. Click here to see sample issues. 

• The MARINE Shop is our retail store that assists Marines with their uniform requirements regardless of 

rank and offers many Marine Corps themed gifts and apparel. 

MCA Group Insurance Program features valuable insurance products with your needs in mind – all 

backed by an association you can trust. We leverage the buying power of our MCA members to bring 

you competitive group rates and offer one convenient source for the following products: 

Term Life Insurance 

TRICARE Supplement 

Dental Insurance 

Vision Insurance 

Pet Insurance 

Long-Term Care Insurance 

Medicare Insurance Plans 

Individual and Family Health Insurance Plans 

To learn more about the benefits of the Marine Corps Association 
Group Insurance Program, Click Here or call (800) 845-4685. 
 

Networking Opportunities: 
Discounted Professional Events: Our members receive discounted  
rates for our MCA professional dinners and events held annually  
throughout the Corps. Our dinners provide members with access  
to senior leaders of the Marine Corps, Department of Defense, and  
industry. Active-duty members can attend for free.  

Professional Development: 
MCA Battle Study Packages: Members will have access to all of our  
Battle Study Packages and learn from the lessons of the battles of  
the past to excel in the Corps battlefields of the future. 
MCA Decision-Making Exercises: Members can practice solving  
issues to increase their ability to make decisions through dozens  
of tactical and ethical decision games 
MCA Corps Voices: Hear the Corps’ icons from Chesty Puller to  
Alexander Vandegrift to Al Gray discuss issues, challenges, and  
battlefield tactics in these audio excerpts recorded over the last  
one hundred years. 

Building a strong relationship to secure the future  

https://mca-marines.org/magazines/
https://mca-marines.org/magazines/
https://marineshop.net/
https://insuremca.com/group-term-life-insurance-plan
https://insuremca.com/TRICARE-Supplement
https://insuremca.com/Dental-Insurance
https://insuremca.com/Vision
https://insuremca.com/Pet-Insurance
https://insuremca.com/Long-Term-Care-Benefit-Program
https://insuremca.com/Medicare-Insurance-Plans
https://insuremca.com/Individual-and-Family-Health-Insurance-Plans
https://insuremca.com/
https://mca-marines.org/mcaevents/category/professional-and-award-events/
https://mca-marines.org/bsp/
https://mca-marines.org/decision-making-exercises/
https://mca-marines.org/corps-voices-podcasts/
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Walt Benson RECRUITING “IT’S JOB ONE”!! 

 Let us try this again, it’s winter and we 

have snow and cold but we also have Growls 

and meetings and obligations that cannot be ig-

nored. Spring will be here before we know it and 

then in summer you will be looking to take July 

off. What if we don’t ? What if we go to Paul C. 

Houghton’s picnic? What if we go to Hardware 

City’s picnic? What if we go to Rhode Island’s 

Family Day? Even better what you create your 

own Family Day? The one thing that seems to 

deter us from doing things together seems to be 

that there are young Marines and they have kids 

and families, well Family Day would work great 

for them. Then all of you old Marines, oops did I 

say that out loud< could eat and tell stories. If we 

put some life back into our events then more 

people will come. I would love to know what the 

fines at a GROWL were back in 2017 compared 

to what they are today. The more fines the more 

laughs, and the more people want to come. We 

need to be more active but even more important 

we need to laugh more. 

 When I went to see the 20th SgtMaj of the 

Marine Corps he told a story on how he had de-

cided to go in a different direction than SgtMaj 

and he withdrew his application. He then got a 

call to interview for the position to which he told 

them I decided not to pursue the job. He was 

then told not so politely this is the Marine Corps 

The Marine Corps League is Looking for a Few Good Marines 

No one gives a shit what you want. I know 

when I went through PI and the DI came into 

the squad bay and said Chrome Domes and 

Cartridge belts on the road in one minute, if you 

were thinking this is not what you wanted to do, 

he would have relayed a similar message. 

 This is about recruiting so what does all 

of this have to do with that? There are no limits 

to the ideas you can come up with to attract 

people. People do not want to come to a meet-

ing and sit to listen to boring reports. Some 

people are looking for comradery, some to 

shoot at parades and events, some to do Fu-

neral Honors. Volunteerism is alive and well but 

each of us wants to choose how they do it. Peo-

ple have left active duty behind but they still are 

Marines and still want to serve as such. I hear 

people say that the older and younger Marines 

are different and therefore see things differently 

but here is the reality we are all Marines and 

therefore we are all Brothers and Sisters who 

will support each other. There was a saying 

used in a different context but it works here. 

You can take the kid out of the Marines but you 

cannot take the Marine out of the kid. 

Semper FI. 

Walt Benson  
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DIVISION SPOTLIGHT  

 Just when I thought I 
was stuck and I didn’t have 
something for in the Spotlight, 
I opened my FaceBook page 
and there I find this. It started 
with music that I like so I 
thought I would watch the 
whole thing and see where it 
would take me. I liked it and 
who knows someday we can 
all put on our Red Blazers and 
fill a few tables at the Emmy’s, 
hey everybody dreams. The 
Granite State Detachment signed up for 52 epi-
sode's and this was number one. Mike started the 
program with a textbook description of the Marine 
Corps League, News about the Military, the Marine 
Corps and some information and upcoming events 
for the League. The bottom line is that this is a fan-
tastic resource and can be a great help to the De-
partment of New Hampshire, and the New England 
Division. To me any exposure we get is good expo-
sure whether it be, The Patch, Community News 
and especially something like this. I forget the exact 
number but it took me forty something years to find 
the Marine Corps League, and I am glad I did. So 
when I talk to a Marine and he says what is the Ma-
rine Corps League? I find myself reverting back to 
my boot camp days, “Come Here Dummy” (toned 
down as this is a Family publication) but you get my 
meaning. There are a lot of people working hard to 
get Marines involved in our League. We have taken 
the things we learned as Marines and brought them 
to the League, We Improvise, We Adapt, and We 
overcome. We look for new resources to promote 
the Marine Corps League, to serve our fellow Ma-
rines and Veterans, and we make sure we are fo-
cused on meeting the needs of the New Marines 
Coming to join us. 

 How are we going to accomplish this? We 
are going to make sure returning Marines get the 
help they need in readjusting to civilian life.  That 
they get there benefits available to them, and to 
make sure the League offers activities and event 
that allow them and their families to join us in out 
celebrations. Last year Rhode Island offered a  

 In each Issue I would like to focus on Marines that are bringing their A GAME to the Division 

and our mission. I would ask that Detachment and Department Commandants, as well as Pack 

Leaders send in their choices of  Members and Dogs who deserve recognition for the work they do 

and the contributions they make to our success. You should describe their contributions and why 

they are being recognized , since you know them the best. 

Semper 542 & Granite State JVC Mike Martioski 
Family Fun Day, food, fun and 
Magic in a state park. It had the 
biggest bouncy I had ever seen. 
In fact, if we had younger Ma-
rines in attendance we would 
have had to pull them out so 
the kids could use the Bouncy. 
Connecticut  had some picnics 
and one was even FREE, and 
the food was fantastic and nev-
er ending.  
 

 One of the biggest things all businesses and 
organizations say they need more of today is Commu-
nications and this is so true. If you have a venue to 
communicate in use it. Whether it is a local cable 
show, a Detachment, Department, or a Division News-
letter, use it. We have a lot of people out there doing 
magnificent work lets get together  to join and support 
them. It’s not always raising money through the Rose 
Program, or Raising Bones for the Children’s Hospital, 
sometimes it’s about Families, Fun and Comradery as 
we could all use more of that.  
 Mike will be back in this position again as I 
don’t know him that well and this venue is new and 
this entire article is about things that could be accom-
plished through something like this. I intend to watch 
all 52 episodes, help in any way I can, and I think 
many of us could do the same. I posted the link on 
FaceBook, and on LinkedIn, but each of us that are on 
there reach different people because of the algorithm 
we are part of so it will reach different people, so post 
the links that are out there. Here is the link to the vid-
eo: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ihb3jDUPXg 

 Please watch it, and if I may add, if you are a 
League Officer, Department Head, MODD, Young Ma-
rines, Marine 4 Life, National JA who is a New 
Englander, which shouldn't matter since I believe a 
video can be inserted to the program. Anyone that has 
information or Knowledge to share please consider 
offering your help. We are all Marines, therefore we 
are all Brothers and Sister, Semper Fi is a way of Life   
Semper Fi 
Mike Martioski           

                                                           Thank You 
                                                           Walt Benson 
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The Battle of IWO JIMA from Feb 19th 

To March 26th. The Flag was raised on the Twenty Third,    
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Uncommon Valor was a common Virtue. 26,000 Marine Casualties 

during the battle as well as 27 Medals of   Honor were awarded, 22 

were awarded to Marines, 5 were awarded to Navy personnel, 12 

were awarded posthumously.  Semper Fidelis 
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Marine Corps History 

ARLINGTON, Va. --Seventy-eight years ago, U.S. Marines hit 
the black sand beaches of Iwo Jima, beginning one of the most 
famous battles in the history of the Marine Corps. From Feb. 19 
to March 26, 1945, U.S. Marines from the 3rd, 4th and 5th Ma-
rine Divisions battled to wrest control of the island from the Im-
perial Army of Japan. 
 
The eight square mile island made up of volcanic rock and sand 
housed two airstrips in the middle of the island and a third un-
fished airstrip in the north. By controlling the island, U.S. forces 
would have a strategic staging facility for a potential invasion of 
mainland Japan, which was located just 750 miles away. 
 
Following days of heavy bombardment from the sky and from 
ships at seas, U.S. Marines conducted an amphibious landing 
on Iwo Jima, Feb. 19. The Japanese defenders waited until the 
beaches were crowded with Marines, vehicles and supplies 
before shelling the attackers with mortars, machine guns and 
heavy artillery. For the next five weeks, approximately 70,000 
Marines participated in one of the bloodiest battles in Marine 
Corps history. During the intense fighting, 27 service members 
were awarded the Medal of Honor for their bravery – the highest 
number of Medals of Honor ever received for one battle in U.S. 
history. 
 
Among those recognized for their heroism was 21-year-old Cpl. 
Hershel “Woody” Williams, a veteran of previous battles on 
Guam and Guadalcanal. Williams went ashore on Feb. 21, 
1945, manning one of the flamethrowers that would prove es-
sential in dislodging the defenders from their reinforced bunkers 
and dugouts. Aided by two automatic riflemen and two riflemen 
to provide covering fire, Williams engaged in fierce combat. 
 
“I got my flame thrower on and started to work. I didn't know it 
because things were chaotic, but two of those Marines gave 
their lives that day; they were there protecting me,” said Wil-
liams, recalling his arrival on the island in an interview with U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 
 
“Much of that day it was absolutely blank,” Williams said. “Now 
there are other things that are so vivid. I’ve never been able to 

Medal of honor recipients  

get them out of my mind.” 
 
Just two days after landing on Iwo Jima, Williams volunteered to 
push forward alone in an attempt to reduce the devastating ma-
chine-gun fire from enemy positions. Under terrific enemy small-
arms fire, Williams fought desperately for four hours, repeatedly 
returning to his own lines to prepare demolition charges and ob-
tain freshly serviced flamethrowers. Through his personal bravery 
and fearless actions, he personally destroyed multiple enemy 
defensive positions. 
 
Through Williams’ efforts and those of the thousands of other 
Marines engaged in brutal combat that lasted day and night and 
was often hand-to-hand, the Marines made steady progress to 
secure the island. On Feb. 23, 1945, Marines from Easy Compa-
ny, 2nd Battalion, 28th Marine Regiment raised the American flag 
on the summit of Mount Suribachi – the first of two flag raisings 
that day. Colonel Chandler Johnson ordered the raising of a sec-
ond, larger flag that would be visible across the island. The sec-
ond flag raising was captured by Associated Press photographer 
Joe Rosenthal, and his iconic photo of six Marines raising the 
flag remains one of the most enduring images in the Second 
World War. 
 
Due to the confusion of combat and casualties, the process of 
correctly identifying the flag-raisers of Iwo Jima lasted more than 
sixty years. Pfc. Harold Keller, Pfc. Harold Schultz and Pfc. Ira 
Hayes would survive the war; Sgt. Michael Strank, Cpl. Harlon 
Block and Pfc. Franklin Sousley were all killed in action in the 
subsequent fighting to secure Iwo Jima. 
 
The Battle of Iwo Jima lasted another four weeks. When the bat-
tle concluded, nearly 7,000 Marines had lost their lives and an-
other 20,000 were wounded. Iwo Jima was finally declared se-
cured on March 26, 1945. The strategic importance of the island, 
and the enduring image of Marines raising the American flag on 
top of Mount Suribachi, cemented the Battle of Iwo Jima as one 
of the great victories in the history of the Marine Corps. The Sec-
retary of the Navy, James V. Forrestal, who watched the flag-
raising from the beach, famously remarked “the raising of that 
flag on Suribachi means a Marine Corps for the next 500 years.”  

Battle of iwo jima 

Image  Name  Service  Rank  Date of action  Unit  Notes  

 

Charles J. Berry*  Marine Corps  Corporal  March 3, 1945  

1st Battalion, 26th 
Marine Regiment, 
5th Marine Divi-
sion  

The Erie Avenue 
Bridge in Lorain, 
Ohio was re-
named in 1988 to 
the Charles Berry 
Bridge in honor of 
Cpl Berry, a native 
son of the city.  

 

William R. Caddy*  
Marine Corps Re-
serve  

Private First Class  March 3, 1945  

Company I, 3rd 
Battalion, 26th 
Marine Regiment, 
5th Marine Divi-
sion  

Sacrificed his life 
to save the lives 
of his platoon 
leader and pla-
toon sergeant  
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Marine Corps History 
Medal of honor recipients  

Image  Name  Service  Rank  Date of action  Unit  Notes  

 

Justice M. Cham-
bers  

Marine Corps Re-
serve  

Lieutenant Colo-
nel  

February 19–22, 
1945  

3d Assault Battal-
ion Landing Team, 
25th Marine Regi-
ment, 4th Marine 
Division  

Led the 8-hour 
battle to carry the 
flanking ridge top 
and reduce the 
enemy's fields of 
aimed fire, thus 
protecting the 
vital foothold 
gained  

 

Darrell S. Cole*  
Marine Corps Re-
serve  

Sergeant  February 19, 1945  

Company B, 1st 
Battalion, 23rd 
Marine Regiment, 
4th Marine Divi-
sion  

Namesake of 
USS Cole (DDG-67)  

 

Robert H. Dunlap  
Marine Corps Re-
serve  

Captain  
February 20–21, 
1945  

Company C, 1st 
Battalion, 26th 
Marine Regiment, 
5th Marine Divi-
sion  

Risked his life to 
gather intelligence 
about and direct 
fire on, enemy 
gun positions  

 

Ross F. Gray*  
Marine Corps Re-
serve  

Sergeant  February 21, 1945  

Company A, 1st 
Battalion, 25th 
Marine Regiment, 
4th Marine Divi-
sion  

Single-handedly 
overcame a strong 
enemy garrison 
and completely 
disarmed a large 
mine field before 
finally rejoining 
his unit.  

 

William G. Harrell  Marine Corps  Sergeant  March 3, 1945  

Company A, 1st 
Battalion, 28th 
Marine Regiment, 
5th Marine Divi-
sion  

Risked his life to 
defend his posi-
tion against a larg-
er enemy force  

 

Rufus G. Herring  USNR  
Lieutenant, Junior 
Grade  

February 17, 1945  USS LCI(G)-449  

Maintained posi-
tion in the firing 
line with his 20-
mm guns in action 
in the face of sus-
tained enemy fire 
and conned his 
crippled ship to 
safety  

 

Douglas T. Jacob-
son  

Marine Corps Re-
serve  

Private First Class  February 26, 1945  

3rd Battalion, 
23rd Marine Regi-
ment, 4th Marine 
Division  

Risked his life by 
destroying a total 
of sixteen enemy 
positions and ap-
proximately sev-
enty-five Japanese  
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Marine Corps History 
Medal of honor recipients  

Image  Name  Service  Rank  Date of action  Unit  Notes  

 

Joseph R. Julian*  
Marine Corps Re-
serve  

Platoon Sergeant  March 9, 1945  

1st Battalion, 27th 
Marine Regiment, 
5th Marine Divi-
sion  

Sacrificed his life 
to eliminate an 
enemy threat  

 

James D. La Belle*  
Marine Corps Re-
serve  

Private First Class  March 8, 1945  

Weapons Compa-
ny, 27th Marine 
Regiment, 5th 
Marine Division  

Sacrificed his life 
to save a group of 
his fellow Marines 
by diving on a 
grenade  

 

John H. Leims  
Marine Corps Re-
serve  

Second Lieutenant  March 7, 1945  

Company B, 1st 
Battalion, 9th Ma-
rine Regiment, 3rd 
Marine Division  

Risked his life to 
rescue several 
wounded Marines  

 

Jacklyn Harrell 
Lucas  

Marine Corps Re-
serve  

Private First Class  February 20, 1945  

1st Battalion, 26th 
Marine Regiment, 
5th Marine Divi-
sion  

Covered two Japa-
nese grenades 
with his body. 
Survived the blast 
of the one that 
exploded. Young-
est recipient since 
the Civil War 
(turned 17 just 5 
days before Iwo 
Jima D-Day)  

 

Jack Lummus*  
Marine Corps Re-
serve  

First Lieutenant  March 8, 1945  

2nd Battalion, 
27th Marine Regi-
ment, 5th Marine 
Division  

Had earlier played 
football for the 
New York Giants  

 

Harry L. Martin*  
Marine Corps Re-
serve  

First Lieutenant  March 26, 1945  

Company C, 5th 
Pioneer Battalion, 
5th Marine Divi-
sion  

Sacrificed his life 
to help rescue 
some of his men 
who had been 
overrun by the 
enemy.  

 

Joseph J. McCar-
thy  

Marine Corps Re-
serve  

Captain  February 21, 1945  

2nd Battalion, 
24th Marine Regi-
ment, 4th Marine 
Division  

Risked his life to 
eliminate several 
enemy troops so 
his men could 
move forward  
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Medal of honor recipients  

Image  Name  Service  Rank  Date of action  Unit  Notes  

 

George Phillips*  
Marine Corps Re-
serve  

Private  March 14, 1945  

2nd Battalion, 
28th Marine Regi-
ment, 5th Marine 
Division  

Sacrificed his life 
to save the lives of 
fellow Marines  

 

Francis J. Pierce  Navy  
Pharmacist's Mate 
First Class  

March 15–16, 
1945  

2nd Battalion, 
24th Marine Regi-
ment, 4th Marine 
Division  

Risked his life to 
save several 
wounded service-
members and 
volunteered for a 
mission to elimi-
nate an enemy 
threat  

 

Donald J. Ruhl*  
Marine Corps Re-
serve  

Private First Class  
February 19–21, 
1945  

Company E, 2nd 
Battalion, 28th 
Marine Regiment, 
5th Marine Divi-
sion  

Saved several of 
his fellow Marines 
by sacrificing his 
life and diving on 
an enemy grenade  

 

Franklin E. Sigler  
Marine Corps Re-
serve  

Private  March 14, 1945  

Company F 2nd 
Battalion, 26th 
Marine Regiment, 
5th Marine Divi-
sion  

Led a charge 
against an enemy 
gun installation 
which had held up 
the advance of his 
company for sev-
eral days  

 

Tony Stein*  
Marine Corps Re-
serve  

Corporal  February 19, 1945  

Company A, 1st 
Battalion, 28th 
Marine Regiment, 
5th Marine Divi-
sion  

First Medal of 
Honor of Iwo Jima. 
Namesake of 
USS Stein (FF-
1065)  

 

George E. Wahlen  Navy  
Pharmacist's Mate 
Second Class  

March 3, 1945  

2nd Battalion, 
26th Marine Regi-
ment, 5th Marine 
Division  

Although seriously 
wounded he 
risked his life to 
save the lives of 
several other ser-
vicemembers  

 

William G. Walsh*  
Marine Corps Re-
serve  

Gunnery Sergeant  February 27, 1945  

Company G, 3rd 
Battalion, 27th 
Marine Regiment, 
5th Marine Divi-
sion  

Sacrificed his life 
to save a group of 
fellow Marines  
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Marine Corps History 
Medal of honor recipients  

Image  Name  Service  Rank  Date of action  Unit  Notes  

 

Wilson D. Watson  
Marine Corps Re-
serve  

Private  
February 26–27, 
1945  

2nd Battalion, 9th 
Marine Regiment, 
3rd Marine Divi-
sion  

Risked his life 
fighting the ene-
my single-
handedly for 15 
minutes until his 
platoon could 
catch up to him  

 

Hershel W. Wil-
liams  

Marine Corps Re-
serve  

Corporal  February 23, 1945  

1st Battalion, 21st 
Marine Regiment, 
3rd Marine Divi-
sion  

Risked his life 
attacking the ene-
my for 4 hours 
with an M2-2 
Portable 
Flamethrower to 
minimize unit cas-
ualties. The last 
living Medal of 
Honor recipient 
from World War II  

 

Jack Williams*  USNR  
Pharmacist's Mate 
Third Class  

March 3, 1945  

3rd Battalion, 28th 
Marine Regiment, 
5th Marine Divi-
sion  

Killed while per-
forming first aid to 
a wounded Ma-
rine  

 

John H. Willis*  Navy  
Pharmacist's Mate 
First Class  

February 28, 1945  

3rd Battalion, 27th 
Marine Regiment, 
5th Marine Divi-
sion  

Killed by a gre-
nade while as-
sisting a wounded 
Marine  
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Regardless of the situation, the Marine 

Corps has an answer for almost every-

thing. 

                 A Marines Prayer       

     Almighty Father, whose command 

is over all and whose love never fails, 

make me aware of Thy presence and 

obedient to Thy will.  Keep me true to 

my best self, guarding me against dis-

honesty in purpose and deed and help-

ing me to live so that I can face my 

fellow Marines, my loved ones, and 

Thee without shame or fear.  Protect 

my family. 

 Give me the will to do the work 

of a Marine and to accept my share of 

responsibilities with vigor and enthusi-

asm.  Grant me the courage to be profi-

cient in my daily performance.  Keep 

me loyal and faithful to my superiors 

and to the duties my Country and the 

Marine Corps have entrusted to me.  

Help me to wear my uniform with dig-

nity, and let it remind me daily of the 

traditions which I must uphold. 

     If I am inclined to doubt, steady my 

faith; if I am tempted, make me strong 

to resist; if I should miss the mark, 

give me courage to try again. 

      Guide me with the light of truth 

and grant me wisdom by which I may 

understand the answer to my prayer. 

Amen 

Marine Corps League         

National Convention 2024 

Westin Rancho Mirage Golf Resort and Spa 
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August 12th through August 16th  

Banquet is Friday August 16th 


